
 
Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people – Matt 4:19 

 
Sunday 27th September 

 

You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.  Even 

before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD you know it altogether.  
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Ps139:3-6 

 

 

 

 

 
Notices: 

 

Wednesday Communion Service @ the Church Centre. From Wednesday 16th  
September we will be returning to celebrating our mid-week communion. We  

recognise that a number of those who normally attend this service are in “bubbles”  

which are particularly vulnerable. Therefore, is necessary we will use the main hall  
to ensure at least a 2m social distancing. Our normal practice at present for sharing 

communion is to use separate cups and wafers prepared in advance. 
 

To help us safely plan for this service could you email me to let me know if you  

would like to attend. Also, if you would like to chat through our safety  
procedures call or email me. 

 
mike.smith@st-george-brockworth.org.uk | 07415 089897 

 

APCM will be held on Wednesday 30th September 7pm. We are unable to hold the 
meeting in person, if you would like to join the meeting here is the Zoom invitation: 

 
APCM Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97522561267?pwd=NmFFdDFKZkxGRzdwS0RrdTVZSWMwdz09  
 
Meeting ID: 975 2256 1267  
Passcode: 379034 

  

 
 There will be NO Mother’s Union meetings until further notice.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
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Grace, mercy and peace 
From God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all – wherever we are. 
 
 

Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
 
We Plough the Fields and Scatter 
 
Almighty God,  

To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

That we may perfectly love you,  

And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only 

Lord. You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
Mind, and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour  

as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these. On these two commandments  
hang all the law and the prophets.  
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4
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Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and 

bring us to everlasting life. Amen 
 

Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that 
unconditional offering of forgiveness through grace.  
 
 
 

Collect 

Lord of creation,  

Whose glory is around and within us: 

Open our eyes to your wonders, 

That we may service you with reverence 

And know your peace at our lives’ end,  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Harvest Gospel Reading: Luke 12:16-30 | Do not be anxious. 
 
And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought 
to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.” And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 
And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are not 
able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek 
what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world 
seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, 
and these things will be added to you. 
 

 
A study in 2019 of over 30 million customer computer accounts by the National Cyber Security 

Centre – based in GCHQ, found that the 5th most common password used by people was, 
“111111”! The 2nd most common was, “123456789”, while the most common password used 

by over 65% of hacked accounts was “123456”!! 

 
We might not take our cyber security too seriously, but we are very serious about our personal 

security: physical, mental and emotional. We want to feel physically safe and secure, and not 

in harm or danger. When we feel physically secure, we allow ourselves to relax and be more 
mentally and emotionally secure. 

 
Our story can be divided into two parts, v16-19, and v20-30. The two parts can be identified 

by the use of personal pronouns. V16-19 is centred around the self: ‘I’, and ‘my’. The farmer is 

secure in the knowledge that he has more than enough food, ‘grain’, and “stuff’, ‘goods’, for 
now and the future. He is safe and secure in the knowledge all his physical needs are met with 

what he has saved. By contrast the second part, Jesus explaining the parable(v20-30), the 
focus is shifted from the ‘I’ and ‘my’, to ‘you’ and ‘your’, ‘do not be anxious about YOUR life’, 

‘how much more will he clothe YOU’, ‘your Father knows that YOU need them’. 

 
Our culture, and world we know, described as the earthly kingdom, tempts us to look after 

ourselves and think, or care, for nothing other than ourselves and our gain: which is the 

farmer in our story.  
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[Can you guess which book of Shakespeare’s this wonderful line come from, ‘security is the 

chief enemy of mortals’?] 
 

Jesus suggests here, and throughout his ministry and teaching, that there is another way, 

another set of rules, another kingdom to live by, the Kingdom of God. With King Jesus on the 
throne and his power and authority reigning.  

 
The way to convert from one kingdom to the other is to, v31 ‘seek first the kingdom’. We seek 

the kingdom of God when we say, ‘Yes’ to Jesus’ ruling over our lives and being faith-full to 

what he is asking us to do. This is summed up in the reaffirmation of the Shema, the 
command God made in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, and Jesus gave, ‘love the Lord you God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second 

is this: ‘you shall love your neighbour as yourself’, (Mark 12:29-31).  
 

The priority is different in the commandment, ‘I’ comes last, God first, others second, and self-
last, God always comes first. However, it is really easy to fall into the same trap as the farmer. 

Our culture endorses a self-preservation attitude: at the beginning of lock-down when toilet 

roll was rumoured to be running low, people ran out and built barns of toilet roll and the 
shelves were empty.  

 
To live, in a “seek first the kingdom of God” way is hard, it’s counter-cultural, everything 

around us models self-first, but Jesus leaves his Spirit to help us, and through life in the Spirit 

we have the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, goodness, and self-
control to ‘seek first the Kingdom’.  

 
Seasons like harvest help us remember, and be thankful, for the abundance we have available 

to us, and to share that abundance with others.  

 
 

Questions to think about while you live out your everyday faith: 

Am I building up barns of abundance? If so, why?  
 

In the broadest sense, who is my neighbour: the person I live next door to, the community of 
people I live with? How can I show love to my neighbour? 
 

 

 
 
 

Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord God almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come. 

We believe in God the Father, 

who created all things: 

for by his will they were created 



 
Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people – Matt 4:19 

 
Sunday 27th September 

 

You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.  Even 

before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD you know it altogether.  
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Ps139:3-6 

 

 

and have their being. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who was slain: 

for with his blood, 

he purchased us for God, 

from every tribe and language, 

from every people and nation. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 

the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 

Even so come, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 
 
Liz Ashenden leads us as we pray for the needs of the world, the church, 
and for our family, friends’ & our neighbours’: 
 
As we prepare to bring our petitions to the Lord, let us take some moments to 

think about all our friends who are sharing our prayers, maybe watching at 
home or reading them, alone or with another.  We remember again that Jesus 
has promised to be with us always and that He is with us now, wherever we 

are. 
 
Today’s Gospel story reminds us that whatever excess wealth or possessions 

we may have now, we there is no point in hoarding them for our future!  
So, Heavenly Father, thank you for all our many blessings:-  the rooves over 
our heads, the food on our plates and the means to provide for our needs. 

Make us aware of those around us who are having a hard time, and make us 
ever willing to share what have. 
 

Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our prayer 
 
As we bring our harvest contributions before you this morning, we ask you to 

bless all the people who have been involved in their production. Bless the 
farmers and pickers, the factory workers and lorry drivers, the shelf stackers 
and the shopworkers.. Help us to shop responsibly, looking out for FairTrade 

and sustainable resources, so that they may be rewarded fairly for their labour 
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Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our prayer 
 
We pray for the volunteers who work at the Food Bank, Father fill them with 

compassion and help them to show those they serve that they are valued. We 
pray too for those who are dependent on the Food Bank for their food. Give 
them hope and the assurance that they will be provided for. 

 
Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our prayer 
 

Loving God, have mercy on all who are sick or suffering in body, mind or spirit, 
bring them comfort in their troubles and ease their pain. We think now of 
those we know. 

 
Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our prayer. 
 

Father in Heaven have mercy on those who have recently died and bring 
comfort to those who mourn their loss. We pray for those on our hearts this 
morning and those known only to you. 

 
Lord, in your mercy,    Hear our prayer. 
 

We think today of Joseph and Georgina, who were due to be married here 
yesterday, and of all those couples who have had to postpone their weddings 
due to the corona virus. Loving God, strengthen their love and commitment 

and may they know your presence with them as they continue their lives 
together. 
 

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our saviour, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,                AMEN 

 

 
 

We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
 
Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer 
 

Numbers 6:24-26  May the LORD bless you and protect you.  
May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.’ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3NmfmVGblw

