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How to contact your St George’s team 
 

 

Church Office:  Church Administrator, St George’s Church Centre,  

   Court  Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 

Office Hours:    Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9.30am - 11.30am 

Phone:   01452 550 554 

Email:   churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk 

 
  

Parish Website:  www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk   NB This is a new address 
Facebook: Search for  “St George’s Church Brockworth” and ‘like’ our page 
 
Vicar:  Rev. Mike Smith: The Vicarage, Court Road, Brockworth 
    Tel: 07415 089897 
    Email: mike.smith@st-george-brockworth.org.uk 
    Mike’s day off is Friday 
 
Licensed Readers : 
Mr Gordon Clifford – 01452 862475; email: gordon.clifford@sky.com 
Mrs Louisa Messenger – 01452 862058 email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Lizbeth Harbottle, 31 Green Street, Brockworth 
Tel: 01452 863732, e-mail: eaharbottl@aol.com  
Mr. Richard Ashenden, “Hilldown”, 62 Court Road, Brockworth.  
Tel: 01452 862515  
 
Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 
Hon. Secretary:  Mrs Lianne Eve 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Rita Fix 01452 550554 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Pat Hartwell : stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 
 
The article deadline for the July/August issue is 15/06/20   

Please email stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  

If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church Office.  

   
Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 

Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those 

of the PCC or the Editor. This church promotes good practice in work with children and 

young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy that’s available to view 

at St George’s Church  & St George’s Church Centre. St. George’s, Brockworth is a Fair 

Trade Parish and supports the Parish Giving Scheme.  

 

THIS MONTH’S COVER:  View from Witcombe Roman Villa towards St. 

Mary’s Church, Great Witcombe 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk
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Deconstructing Faith. 

.According to 2015 figures 

(pewresearch.org), 84% of 

the world’s population      

identifies with a religious 

group: 6.55 billion have a 

faith in something, but in    

reality, we all have faith. Life 

is based on having some faith 

of some description. When 

you spend money on a debit 

card you have faith that the 

banks will release your    

money, when we eat out in a 

restaurant (when we can!!) 

we have faith that the people 

preparing the food will have 

good hygiene, or when we 

drive on the roads we have 

faith that the other road users 

will be focused and obeying 

the same rules. We all live 

with faith. 

 

So why is faith so important? 

Psychologists suggest that 

faith is important because it is 

an expression of hope. Hope 

that the chef in the kitchen 

would be hygienic, hope that 

the banking  system wouldn’t 

collapse, hope that health 

would improve, a situation      

resolve, or hope that a    

friendship would be restored. 

Hope established through faith 

requires one more quality, 

trust. Trust is the firm belief in 

the  reliability, truth or ability 

of someone or something. 

However, this trinity can be 

quite fragile. Psychologists 

and counsellors suggest that 

faith is the language of the 

heart, and belief, the         

outworking of faith, is based 

in the mind.   

 

This starts to shine a light on 

why faith can be difficult to 

have, and maintain. The mind 

needs logic, reasons and         

evidence to draw  conclusions.  

This conflicts with faith, which 

doesn’t need all the answers, 

there is an element of        

uncertainty, which is where 

faith steps in. You sat down 

on the chair you’re probably 

reading this magazine on 

without checking it was safe – 

you had faith that the chair 

hadn’t let you down yet, so it 

would probably be good to sit 

on now – you sat down and 

then you  
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knew it was safe. Faith came 
before the knowledge.  
 
Our striving for understanding 
has always been there, but 
one period in particular 
boosted  humankind’s need to 
have evidence in order to 
have a faith. The               
Enlightenment era (1715-
1789), period which saw    
intellectual heavyweights 
such as Rene Descartes,   
Voltaire and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, and scientists such 
as James Watt, Joseph Black 
and the  ripples from Isaac 
Newton’s Principia          
Mathematica (1687) all      
elevated man’s ability to 
solve problems. Theology was 
also brought into discussions 
and the challenge to prove 
God’s existence began. Belief 
in man’s ability to reason and 
solve some of the world’s, 
and universe’s biggest       
conundrums was high, and 
with such a high opinion of 
their own abilities’ faith      
declined. The heart-based 
hope was swamped by mind-
based belief.  
 
Faith maybe important      
emotionally, physically, and 
mentally, but that doesn’t 
mean it is easy to maintain a 
faith. Disappointments in life, 
pain and suffering, and a lack 
of understanding, can erode 
our faith and leave us relying 
too much on our reason. This 
then spirals round:            
disappointment leads to my 
faith declining which          

increases my need to know 
why (why the original disap-
pointment and then why is 
my faith declining!!), which 
then leads to more           
disappointment. Having a 
faith is hard. It was partly for 
this situation that the church 
was born: a place to worship 
but also a place to refocus 
our faith, not on disasters, 
and knocks in life but on the 
Father and Creator and the 
source of hope and help, and 
an all-inclusive space to   
welcome and encourage   
everyone.  
 
What would it look like for 
you to place that same faith 
you have in your chair to   
remain firm, or your car to 
start first time, in Jesus? In 
faith, accept what Jesus said 
to be the truth, just like you 
knew the chair was safe only 
when you had the faith to sit 
on it, in that moment of     
accepting Jesus on faith you 
would know who Jesus is and 
you would know who he 
claims to be.  
 
So where do you stand? How 
difficult is it for you to bridge 
that gap between heart and 
mind with faith? If you would 
like to chat further contact 
me, I would love 
to hear your 
thoughts on 
faith. 
 
Mike 
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A message from  
Bishop Rachel 

 
As we live these days, it is im-
portant that we continue to recog-
nise our reactions and reflect on 
our responses. I have certainly 
been aware of my own weariness 
this week and that of those with 
whom I have spoken. This is not 
surprising and I do commend these 
reflections from the Tragedy and 
Congregations website regard-
ing trauma and tragedy in Chris-
tian congregations. 
 
These days of uncertainty are ones 
for becoming more aware of our-
selves and giving attention to our 
well-being and who we are as   
precious individuals, underlined by 
this morning’s Psalm - Psalm 139. 
All of this includes a recognition of 
the truth that we are created to live 
in relationship with God and  
neighbour and creation. Amid the 
sadness and the gladness of these 
days which I wrote about last 
week, there is the opportunity to go 
deeper in all these spaces of     
relationship, recognising what is 
life-giving and what is life-
diminishing. 
 
When it comes to the deepening of 
relationship with neighbour, it is 
both about our local communities 
and our neighbours worldwide. It 
has been good to connect with our 
partner dioceses during this time 
and this weekend marks the      
beginning of Christian Aid week 
(May 10-16). 
 

The impact of  coronavirus on 
communities already struggling 
with issues of food poverty, lack of 
clean water, conflict and disease is 
immense, and I hope that this  
coming week will reveal generosity 
beyond our imagining as we      
respond to the work of Christian 
Aid in many different ways. Please 
do take some time to look at the 
resources and reflect on how you 
might respond. 
 
Before Christian Aid week begins 
we will live the 75th anniversary of 
VE day on Friday. This too will   
offer pointers for our reflections on 
self, neighbour and God as we live 
with the unexpected. Events and 
services which had been planned 
will now not be taking place yet 
people are still finding ways of 
marking the anniversary of this  
significant event. VE day was a 
day full of thankfulness that a 
chapter of awful conflict had come 
to an end, whilst at the same time 
people held the pain of grief and 
sadness and devastation. I am 
sure that many of us will reflect on 
the poignancy of all that in these 
current days, and it is perhaps  
particularly poignant that those in 
our communities who have     
memories of that day will be those 
who are now shielding and self-
isolating as well as those who are 
unwell. 
I am delighted that there will be a 
service provided virtually by the 
cathedral on Friday, available 
from 11.15am on the cathedral 
website 

https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b03fd314fe&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b03fd314fe&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b03fd314fe&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b6a9ae0ee6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b6a9ae0ee6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b6a9ae0ee6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=b6a9ae0ee6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=ec1a8c614b&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=53806b5977&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=53806b5977&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=ab19e310a6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=ab19e310a6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=ab19e310a6&e=1f8a4aa3bd
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 and I am looking     forward to 
joining some     members of the 
Company of St Kyneburga for a 
virtual cup of tea in the after-
noon and hearing some of their 
memories of that day in 1945. 
 
In all of this may we allow the 
ebb and flow of our thoughts 
and emotions to take us deeper 
into the heart of God who first 
loved us and created us to live 
in relationship. 
 
“Jesus said: ‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and first command-
ment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.”  
(Matthew 22:37-39) 
Bishop Robert and I continue to 
hold you in our prayers with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Bishop 
Rachel  

News from the Lockdown 
 
Many will know that I am involved with Churchdown ABC (Affected By  
Cancer). We had fortnightly meetings and members were meeting with 
each other in between. Friendships were being made and isolation       
overcome. 
Then the Lockdown came to us all. Those at risk were doubly isolated now. 
So with Zoom we started virtual meetings and Quiz days. This was fine for 
those with computers and WiFi, and for those without, we managed, with 
a grant, to buy some Tablets which run on Sim Cards. So far so good. But 
trying to teach over the phone, at a distance, proved interesting, to say the 
least (I have the same problem with my mother – at least we have the 
landline to talk through instructions, and it certainly helps time pass). 
Success brought smiles to many faces as we saw members again. 
Then we started a recipe exchange – and perhaps the birth of Churchdown 
ABC Lockdown Recipe Book – who knows. 
Then, of course are all the jokes and cartoons circulating. Some funny, 
some hilarious, some sad. 
But keep smiling – it uses more calories than frowning, so you keep fitter 
when you laugh. 
Take care, keep safe, be a lert – we need all the lerts we can get! 
David Sutch 
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In a Time of Distance 
  

The unexpected always happens in the 
way 
The unexpected has always occurred: 
While we are doing something else, 
While we are thinking of altogether 
Different things – matters that events 
Then show to be every bit as  
unimportant 
As our human concerns so often are; 
And then, with the unexpected upon us, 
We look at one another with a sort of 
surprise; 
How could things possibly turn out this 
way 
When we are so competent, so pleased 
With the elaborate systems we’ve  
created – 
Networks and satellites, intelligent  
machines, 
Pills for every eventuality – except this 
one? 
  

And so we turn again to face one       
another 
And discover those things 
We had almost forgotten, 
But that, mercifully, are still there: 
Love and friendship, not just for those 
To whom we are closest, but also for 
those 
Whom we do not know and of whom 
Perhaps we have in the past been   
frightened; 
The words brother and sister, powerful 
still, 
Are brought out, dusted down, 

Found to be still capable of expressing 
What we feel for others, that precise 
concern; 
 
Joined together in adversity 
We discover things we had put aside: 
Old board games with obscure rules, 
Books we had been meaning to read, 
Letters we had intended to write, 
Things we had thought we might say 
But for which we never found the time; 
And from these discoveries of self, of 
time, 
There comes a new realisation 
That we have been in too much of hur-
ry, 
That we have misused our fragile world, 
That we have forgotten the claims of 
others 
Who have been left behind; 
We find that out in our seclusion, 
In our silence; we commit ourselves 
afresh, 
We look for a few bars of song 
That we used to sing together, 
A long time ago; we give what we can, 
We wait, knowing that when this is over 
A lot of us – not all perhaps – but most, 
Will be slightly different people, 
And our world, though diminished, 
Will be much bigger, its beauty revealed 
afresh. 
 
Shared by Alexander McCall Smith  
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For those of you who are missing hymn singing in Church here is a 
quiz to test to test your knowledge. 

Can you recognise the first line of each hymn from the initial letters 
of the words? Sing along with your friends, or by yourself!.        

(Answers next month) 

1. DLAFOM 
 
2. APTOEDD 
 
3. HHHLGA 
 
4. JLOMS 
 
5. YCONJ 
 
6. THOGHG 
 
7. PTTHITH 
 
8. LHCWCD 
 
9. MSILU 
 
10. WPTFAS 
 
11. SSAGOLAS 
 
12. LEIHS 
 
13. ROACFM 
 
14. WISTWC 
 
15. LDALE 

16. BSMSTLIOTS 
 
17. GTOTAS 
 
18. FATSWFTLR 
 
19. BOMBOG 
 
20. EFSTS 
 
21. TGBTGGTHHD 
 
22. OFATTTS 
 
23. IHTVOJS 
 
24. SATTDNWR 
 
25. WWTVS 
 
26. LUWAGM 
 
27. OCSMATW 
 
28. AWMFFTE 
 
29. GMOTGJ 
 
30. AAHTHAVR 

Thanks to Lizbeth and Derek Harbottle and family 
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BIBLICAL CITIES  
CHAPTER TWELVE  

 
CORINTH 

 

Dear Readers, you will recall my 
last contribution on Biblical cities 
was Athens and I concluded the 
article with the Apostle Paul           
leaving Athens and going to     
Corinth You may ask where     
Corinth is, it does not appear in 
UK travel brochures as a popular 
tourist resort in Greece. Well, I 
can tell you it is 49miles on foot 
west of Athens on the isthmus of      
Corinth on a narrow stretch of land 
that joins the Peloponnese to the  
mainland of Greece, roughly half-
way between Athens and Sparta.  
Corinth is most known for being a 
city-state that, at one time, had 
control of two strategic ports. 
They were both important because 
they were key stops on two im-
portant ancient trade routes. 
When Paul arrived in 51 CE, the 
Corinth he saw was little more 
than 100 years old, but was five 
times as large as Athens and the 
capital of the province of ancient 
Corinth. The original Corinth, 
founded in the 10th Century BCE, 
had been the richest port and the 
largest city in ancient Greece. Dur-
ing Roman times, it was one of the 
largest and wealthiest city-states in 
Greece.  
In 146 BC, Corinth was captured 
and was completely destroyed by 

the Roman army. But in 44BC it 
was completely rebuilt as a Roman 
colony. Corinth flourished and  
became the administrative capital 
of the Roman province of Achaea. 
So now to the Bible: for Chris-
tians, Corinth is well known from 
the two epistles of Saint Paul in 
the New Testament, First and Sec-
ond Corinthians. Luke's account of 
Paul's stay in Corinth is found in 
Acts 18:1-18. Here began one of 
the important friendships of the 
New Testament – Paul and Aquila 
and his wife Priscilla. Paul called 
them his fellow workers who had 
risked their own necks for my life       
According to 2 Corinthians 11:8-9, 
while Paul was in Corinth,         
financial support arrived from the 
Christians in Philippi, and he was 
able to put aside his tent making 
for a while and concentrate more 
fully on the task of building the 
church in Corinth 
After some initial success in the 
synagogue, but with considerable 
conflict, he decides to concentrate 
on the non-Jews, apparently with 
significant success 
After one year and six months, 
Paul says goodbye to the believers 
and sails for Ephesus across the 
Aegean Sea with Priscilla and   
Aquila. He leaves them there and 
heads east to home bases in        
Antioch and Jerusalem (Acts 
18:18-23). 
Finally, I go back to my early days 
when I worked for a member of  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Corinthians+11.8-9&t=NKJV
http://bible.oremus.org/bible.cgi?ql=209394643
http://bible.oremus.org/bible.cgi?ql=209394643
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the closed Plymouth Brethren. If 
we, my colleagues and my self 
had to travel on Company busi-
ness he travelled separately and     
refused to eat lunch or formal 
dinners with us. He quoted 2  
Corinthians 6.14: do not be 
yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what do righteousness and  
wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have 
with darkness?” In fact he was 
judging us all as non-believers 
which of course was not true.          

I guess most of you think of one 
particular chapter in 1             
Corinthians 13 Pauls’ treatise on 
Love. Love is slow to anger and 
does not rejoice in anything evil. 
A person who works in love       
always looks for the truth and 
keeps no record of wrong 
So, dear readers the natural 
theme for my next contribution 
will be Ephesus. 
 
Allan Delves 
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The 23rd Psalm—but not as you know it! 
 
 
Thanks to Jenny Farmer for sharing these with us. 
 

 
The Sailor's version 
 
The Lord is my pilot, I shall not drift. 
He guides me across the dark waters. 
He steers me through deep channels. 
He keeps my log. 
Yea, though I sail ‘mid the thunders 
and tempest of life, 
I shall dread no anger, for He is with me; 
His love and His care, shelter me. 
He prepares a quiet harbour before me. 
He anoints the waves with oil 
My ship rides calmly. 
Surely sunlight and starlight 
shall guide me on the voyage I take, 
And I will rest in the heaven's port forever. 
 

 
The 23rd Psalm 
 
The Lord is my pace setter…I shall not rush 
 He makes me stop for quiet intervals 
 He provides me with images of stillness which restore my serenity 
 He leads me in the way of efficiency through calmness of mind and his 
guidance is peace 
 Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day, I will 
not fret, for his presence is here 
 His timelessness, his all importance will keep me in balance 
 He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity by 
anointing my mind with his oils of tranquility 
 My cup of joyous energy overflows 
 Truly harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours for I 
shall walk in the Pace of my Lord and dwell in his house for ever. 
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From the Registers— 

April 2020 
Baptisms 

Sunday 8th March - Jefferson John Smyth 

No baptisms during April 

 
Weddings 

No weddings during April 

 
Funerals 

No funerals during April 

 
Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 
and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Church (and the 

church centre) were 

decorated to celebrate 

VE Day. 

 

Thanks to           

Liz Ashenden 
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                                             Songs of Praise               Liz Ashenden 
 
Years ago, I think I remember, Songs of Praise on TV involving someone being 
asked to select their favourite hymn and explain what it means to them, then  
everyone sings it.  In fact, I rather think we did something similar here at St. 
George’s. Sheila, didn’t you choose one? 
I’ve often tried to choose my favourite hymn (particularly when thinking about 
my own funeral!) and it changes all the time according to my mood and         
circumstances. I wondered whether some of our magazine readers might like to 
share their favourite hymns and when I mentioned it to the Editor, she suggested 
I might kick it off, so here goes! 
Normally I would go for one with a fabulous tune, (usually in a minor key) and 
with a great harmony, but I keep coming back to Lord for the Years and it is 
almost entirely because of the words. When I was working at Dean Close Prep 
School, this hymn was always the last thing to be sung at the final assembly at 
the end of every term. Needless to say, since everyone was about to go home for 
the school holidays, it was always sung with great gusto, but at the end of every 
school year, when many would be moving on to pastures new, it took on a     
special significance. But also when one really looks at the words, every verse 
holds a real meaning, depending on one’s situation.   

Lord, for the years 
Your love has kept and guided, 
Urged and inspired us, 
Cheered us on our way, 
Sought us and saved us, 
Pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, 
We bring our thanks today. 
 
Lord, for that word, 
The word of life which fires us, 
Speaks to our hearts 
And sets our souls ablaze, 
Teaches and trains, 
Rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, 
Receive your peoples’ praise.  
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Lord, for our land 
In this our generation, 
Spirits oppressed 
By pleasure wealth and care; 
For young and old, 
For commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, 
Be pleased to hear our prayer.  
 
Lord, for our world, 
When we disown and doubt Him, 
Loveless in strength 
And comfortless in pain, 
Hungry and helpless, 
Lost indeed without Him, 
Lord of the world, 
We pray that Christ may reign  
 
Lord, for ourselves, 
In living pow’r remake us, 
Self on the cross 
And Christ upon the throne; 
Past put behind us, 
For the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, 
To live for Christ alone  
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From our Treasurer 
 
 
1.  Plant sale – Unfortunately, we were not able to hold the plant sale 
planned for May. As we had plants which we had been growing on since 
before the lock down, we had an email and telephone sale and received 
donations of just over £300 for St George's. Thank you everybody.                      
(And a very big thank you to Derek and Lizbeth) 
   
This is our QR code which takes you directly to our Just Giving account for        
donations.  

 
 Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) - 
   
As I mentioned in the last magazine, the Parish Giving Scheme have 
recently introduced a telephone service through which you can set up 
regular direct debit donations. The number is 0333 002 1271 (calls are 
charged at local rate)] To use this service, which takes no longer than 
15 minutes, you will need the following information - 
 Your personal bank account details 
 The name of the parish - St George, Brockworth 
 The PGS parish code – BROC 
 
Derek Harbottle 
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Contributions please! 

 

This is your magazine.  We 
need your interesting stories, 
facts, jokes,  poems, quotes, 

recipes, brain teasers, photos, 
notices or anything  else that 
others would enjoy reading.  

 

All contributions will be 
gratefully  

received by the church office 
or,  

preferably, please email: 

 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag 

@gmail.com 
 

The DEADLINE  
for the July/August issue  

is 15th June 

 

Thank you! 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 

 

Please save your plastic  
milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  
but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  
Jenny Farmer  or into the 

Church office 
to help  

raise money for  
Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 

 

100 Club 
 

May 2020 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

1st — Rena Sparks  (75) 

2nd — Keith Stacey  (37) 

3rd — Enid Lovell  (56) 



 

Page 19 

GOD’S GARDEN 
 

Like many of you, dear readers, I guess that you are taking advantage of the 
sunshine and spending much time in the garden.  The other day I thought back 
to my teenage days when after school I had a paper round and at one particular 
house I sauntered up the paving stone footpath carefully folding the paper to 
pop through the low level letter box when I would read the fourth verse of a 
Dorothy Francis Gurney poem engraved in one flagstone.  I would then look 
round and admire the very pretty manicured garden and think how apt the poem 
was.    Dorothy Gurney was a Victorian poet and hymn writer, the daughter of 
the   Rector of St Andrews, Undershaft in the City of London and was the 
granddaughter of the Bishop of London and niece of the Bishop of Colchester. 
Along with her father, they changed their allegiance to the Roman Catholic 
faith. 

 
 

God's Garden 
THE Lord God planted a garden 

In the first white days of the world, 
And He set there an angel warden 

In a garment of light enfurled. 
 

So near to the peace of Heaven, 
That the hawk might nest with the wren, 

For there in the cool of the even 
God walked with the first of men. 

 
And I dream that these garden-closes 

With their shade and their sun-flecked sod 
And their lilies and bowers of roses, 

Were laid by the hand of God. 
 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth,-- 

One is nearer God's heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth. 

 
For He broke it for us in a garden 

Under the olive-trees 
Where the angel of strength was the warden 

And the soul of the world found ease 
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         Allan Delves 

From Louisa and Sheila  
 
Hello members of my lovely church family. How I have missed 
not worshipping with you in our beloved church. I am keeping 
sane, going out every day for a long walk, doing crosswords and 
reading books. I miss my grandchildren and my boys. It’s a 
strange time for us all and as always for me it’s my faith in our 
Lord Jesus that is helping me get through this madness. I pray for 
you all every morning within my daily prayers. The church will 
open again and the bells will ring, and you can throw things at me 
when I preach!!! Till then, stay safe, and remember the church 
may be empty but so was the tomb. God bless you and yours. 
Louisa 
 
Some words from Sheila. As an oldie during lock down I feel I 
must say a big thank you to the many people who have enquired 
as to my wellbeing, for those who do my shopping and try to help 
in any way that they can. I hope that I can repay you by inviting 
you help me celebrate my 100th birthday. The do is scheduled to 
take place on the 29th of August - provided we can on that date. 
Worry not, Louisa will see that it happens!!!. My love to you all. 
Sheila 
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Bible Cake 

  
1.       8oz        1st Kings Ch. 4  V.22 
2.       8oz        1st Samuel Ch.30  V.12 
3.       4oz        Proverbs Ch. 30 V.33 
4.       1            Jeremiah Ch.17 V. 11 (beaten) 
5.       ½ pt       Genesis Ch. 21 V.19 
6.       4oz        Jeremiah Ch. 6 V. 20 

  
Method 
 
Put 2, 3, 5, and 6 into a pan and simmer slowly for 20 min. 
Allow to cool. 
Add 4 and stir in 1. 
Turn into a greased 6in diameter cake tin. 
Bake in a very moderate oven (300-350)F / 
(150-180)C gas mark 2-3 for about 1 ½ 
hours. 
  
NOTE     1.    =  SR 
                 6     =  White 

                                 Richard Eve 
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June 2020 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 

Monday 1st June  Romans 12:9-16; Luke 1:39-49  
Tuesday 2nd June  2 Peter 3:11a,17-end; Mark 12:13-17   
Wednesday 3rd June 2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12; Mark 12:18-27  
Thursday 4th June  2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34   
Friday 5th June  2 Timothy 3:10-end; Mark 12:35-37   
Saturday 6th June  2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-end   
 
Monday 8th June  1 Kings 17:1-6; Matthew 5:1-12   
Tuesday 9th June  1 Kings 17:7-16; Matthew 5:13-16  
Wednesday  10th June 1 Kings 18:20-39; Matthew 5:17-19 
Thursday 11th June  1 Kings 18:41-end; Matthew 5:20-26  
Friday 12th June  1 Kings 19:9,11-16; Matthew 5:27-32   
Saturday 13th June 1 Kings 19:9-end; Matthew 5:33-37  
 
Monday 15th June  1 Kings 21:1-16; Matthew 5:38-42   
Tuesday 16th June  1 Kings 21:17-end; Matthew 5:43-end  
Wednesday 17th June 2 Kings 2:1,6-14; Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 
Thursday 18th June Ecclesiasticus 48:1-14; Matthew 6:7-15  
Friday 19th June  2 Kings 11:1-4,9-18,20; Matthew 6:19-23   
Saturday 20th June 2 Chronicles 24:17-25; Matthew 6:24-end 
 
Monday 22d June  2 Kings 17:5-8,13-15,18; Matthew 7:1-5  
Tuesday 23rd June  2 Kings 19:9b-11,14-21,31-36; Matthew 7:6,12-
14  
Wednesday 24th June 2 Kings 22:8-13,23:1-3; Matthew 7:15-20 
Thursday 25th June 2 Kings 24:8-17; Matthew 7:21-end  
Friday 26th June  2 Kings 25:1-12; Matthew 8:1-4  
Saturday 27th June Lamentations 2:10-14,18-19; Matthew 8:5-17 
 
Monday 29th June  Amos 2:6-10,13-end; Matthew 8:18-22 
Tuesday 30th June  Amos 3:1-8,4:11-12; Matthew 8:23-27  
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When I needed a        
neighbour, were you there, 
were you there? 

This is the first line of a hymn I spotted 
when I was sorting some hymns out for 
Rev. Mike the other day and it set me 
thinking.  We are living in such unusual 
and strange times at the moment and we 
most definitely have needed our neigh-
bours since lockdown (not being able to 
get delivery of groceries from any of the 
supermarkets!) in fact our neighbours 
most certainly have been there for us!  

With our family all living as far west of 
Wales that you can get we thought we 
had no one to help us! But we were 
wrong! Ria and Dave our neighbours 
rang and offered help and Dave has 
been doing a weekly shop for us since 
the middle of March! He has also been 
shopping for other neighbours, one of 
which, aged 90, had a fall and was    
ambulanced to hospital! They gave her 
a lift home, made them meals for a   
couple of days and Ria helped her have 
a bath!  Both Ria and Dave came round 
and worked like trojans to cut back and 
clear a jungle at the side of our house 
just out of the kindness of their hearts, 
they would not take payment (so we 
gave a donation to the charity Ria works 
for, James Hopkins Trust) They have 
been amazing! Big thank you to them 
both. 

Someone else who deserves a big thank 
you was Lucy and Christopher from 
Abbotswood Co-op who went “above 
and beyond” to help me when I had 
problems sending a parcel to our family, 
although it was not her job to do so, she 
works for the Co-op not the delivery 
firm, she then sent Christopher, who 
WALKED round and back to collect the 

parcel which duly arrived 48 hours later 
at it’s destination in Wales. 

When I rang another one of our     
neighbours at the beginning of lock-
down to see if she was alright she said 
to me “I now believe there is a God be-
cause he has sent this pandemic to stop 
all the warring and persecuting and   
violence and aggression in the world”   

Perhaps she has a point! The world has 
seemed a kinder, friendlier, more caring 
place to live in, we have “clapped for 
carers” and waved to our neighbours, 
we can’t get together so we have been 
contacting each other by phone and all 
the “techi” systems available, (not al-
ways so easy for us old wrinklies to  
understand!!! but we are getting there!) 

Rev. Mike and Sarah have been making 
cakes and distributing them to the Care 
Homes and schools (other members of 
the congregation are now on a rota to 
help with this) 

There have been many, many more acts 
of kindness and caring shown to others 
that are so good to hear about and see, 
we pray that when we come to our ‘new 
normal’ the Lord will guide everyone in 
our world that this is the way to move 
forward. 

In all things and under all circumstances 
let us give thanks and praise to you, 
Lord, 

For our lives will always be safe in your 
hands.  Strengthen our faith in you, 
Lord. 

In you and in you alone we put our 
trust.  Amen. 

         Many Blessings,  Rona. 
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Thank you to all the amazing cake 
makers who have volunteered, this 
is just a sample of the wonderful 
cakes taken into Millbrook Lodge, 
Brockworth Primary Academy, 
Castle Hill School and Coopers 
Edge School. They have been so 
thankful that we are thinking of 
them and acknowledge how hard 

they are working in such        
unusual and difficult circum-
stances, it is such an incredible 
privilege.  
With just a few more volunteers 
we could also take cakes to 
Brockworth House and        
Brockworth Surgery … could 
you make a cake? 

Good neighbours 

Ria and Dave Heap 

UPCYCLING 
 

In these uncertain times of     
lockdown and isolation, please 

keep saving all your cards, 
(birthday, Easter, anniversary 

etc.) unwanted jewellery,       
spectacles, stamps, old mobile 
phones, and milk bottle tops, 

store them somewhere safe  until 
we come out the other side of 

Covid 19 for our charities who will 
need them more than ever! 

 Many thanks,  

Rona and Gordon. 
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LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED –              RE-

PAIRED 

 

ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 

ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS ETC. 

 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS           LIMITED 

Tel : 01452 616169 
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