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ARE YOU LOOKING 

FOR A VENUE  

for your children’s party, family  
gathering, meeting or other event? 

St. George’s Church Hall is available to 
hire. 

 

The hall is located in the centre of Brockworth village 

on Court Road, GL3 4ET and has good facilities       

including a private car park for hall users. 

The main hall holds up to 100 people - perfect for 

larger events, and can be hired for £15 per hour,        

or £50 for four hours. 

The lounge can accommodate up to 25 people,   

 ideal for smaller meetings, for £10 per hour  

or £35 for four hours. 

 

For further details, call the Church office on 

01452 550554 

Email:  
churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk 

Or see our website,  
www.st-george-brockworth.org.uk 
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THIS MONTH’S COVER: Gloucester Cathedral viewed from the West 

 

LAWNMOWERS 
 

 

SERVICED—SHARPENED—REPAIRED 

 

ALSO:- RIDE-ON LAWN MOWERS, CHAINSAWS,  
ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS ETC 

 

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 
 

TEL: CHELTENHAM MOWER LIMITED 
01452  616 169 

 
Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road,  

Gloucester Business Park, Glos GL3 4AG 
Visit and buy on-line at  

www.mowers-online.com 



 

 

3 
34 

Parish notes for September 2019 
 

I do hope you’ve all had a good summer! Even if you don’t have 
school children, September always seems to be a “back to normal” 
month. Our own Parents and Toddlers group will restart on 
Monday 9th and I’m sure our lovely team of helpers will enjoy 
welcoming some new faces. The Monday evening Bible study 
group does not restart till 23rd, but otherwise it’s very much 
“business as usual”. 
It might be a good time to consider doing something new – church 
cleaning, brass polishing, grass cutting, gardening, odd-jobbing, 
refreshment providing after church on Sundays, being a server or a 
sidesperson, or perhaps you’re an organist or pianist. If you think 
any of these things could be something you could do, please get in 
touch – see one of the Churchwardens, PCC members, or pop into 
the office, call  01452 550554, or email : churchoffice@st-george-
brockworth.org.uk. We’ll be very pleased to hear from you. 
Our summer fun afternoon, Ice Cream Sundae, was a huge success. 
It was a real joy to welcome so many families who came and 
sampled the delights of the bouncy castles, arts and crafts, games, 
exotic animals, cream teas and a visiting fire engine. Even the 
weather was kind! Thank you to all the volunteers who helped set 
up and run the afternoon. 

PCC and Vacancy news 
 

By the time you read this there 
will have been an advertise-
ment in the Church Times for 
our new vicar and the Parish 
Profile will be available for 
everyone to read on the        
St. George’s Church   website, 
(www.st-george-
brockworth.org.uk). In the 
meantime, we are very      
grateful to our retired clergy, 
our readers,      visiting priests 
and     churchwardens for 
keeping services running 
smoothly. 
The PCC continues to meet as 
usual during the vacancy and 
our last meeting was held in 
July, with business discussed 
as     follows: 
Rita Fix is our safeguarding    
officer, and this important topic 
is always on the agenda. The 
churchwardens report on the 
general running of the church 

in the vacancy and on the        
fabric of the church. An on-
going issue is how best to 
tackle the cracks in the West 
wall and the North door. The 
structural surveyor has given 
advice and a builder is looking 
at the plans. Derek Harbottle, 
our treasurer always reports to 
the meeting and this time 
asked the council to think 
about how best to spend some 
of the money in our missions’ 
fund. We also received reports 
from the sub committees – 
fundraising, church centre  
management, communication 
and from our Deanery synod  
representatives. Work has 
been taking place to replace 
bearings on one of the bells in 
the tower. We are still in need 
of a          permanent organist. 
The next meeting will take 
place in       September. 
 
Pat Hartwell, Lay Chair 

A  Prayer for us all during the vacancy 
 
Lord Jesus, Faithful and Good Shepherd to us all, during our Vacancy, 
please walk alongside to guide, encourage and protect us and those who 
have the responsibility of leadership and Ministry at this time, and be with 
those who assist you to choose our new priest. 
We look forward in hope for whoever comes to St Georges, so that        
together we may serve the people of our parish, building on the work and 
witness of all those who served in this parish before. 
May we journey in faith and share God's love in trust and faith, to the glory 
of your Holy Name. Amen 

mailto:churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk
mailto:churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk
http://www.st-george-brockworth.org.uk
http://www.st-george-brockworth.org.uk
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From the Registers— 

June and July 2019 
 Baptisms 
 
Sunday 9th June : Oliver Jon Henderson 
Sunday 30th June : Ivy Coles 
Saturday 6th July : Boris O’Connor 
Sunday 14th July : Harry and Logan Cox 
Sunday 28th July : Teddy Evans 
May God, who has received you by baptism into His Church, pour upon 
you the riches of His grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim 
people you may be daily renewed by His anointing Spirit and come to the 
inheritance of the saints in glory. 

  
Marriages 
 
Saturday 13th July : Rachel Griffin and Jonathan Paterson 
Faithful God, giver of all good things, give these couples wisdom and  
devotion in the ordering of their lives together. May they dwell together in 
love and peace all the days of their life, seeking one another’s welfare, 
bearing one another’s burdens and sharing one another’s joys; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Funerals 
 
Monday 1st July :Joyce Grace, Gloucester Crematorium 
Monday 5th July : Russell Arthur, Gloucester Crematorium 
Monday 22nd July : Jean Adams, Gloucester Crematorium 
Friday 26th July : Carly Ellis, StGeorge’s Church followed by   
Cremation &Interment of ashes. 
“I am the resurrection and the life” says the Lord. “Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die.” Amen 

Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 
and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
  

A Choirboy’s Guide  
to Vicars 
 
By Reginald Frary (reproduced with 
the approval and kind permission of 
The Sign publication which is part of 
Hymns Ancient and Modern) 
– to be taken with a pinch of salt! 
 
Dynamic progressive vicars are on 
the increase these days. They are 
easy to spot – in fact you can’t miss 
them. They are generally elephantine 
characters who blunder into parishes 
and make a clean sweep. That is, they 
alter everything that has been done 
before – whether it’s for better or 
worse. The vicar keeps on saying and 
doing Dynamic Progressive things, 
and in due course he or she is noticed 
by the Bishop, who soon hustles 
them off to a nice job in a cathedral 
or fashionable church. And from then 
on, they settle down happily, leave 
things exactly as they are, and are 
never any further trouble to anyone. 
 
Musical vicars are often not very 
musical at all. But the less they know 
about music the more they strive to 
create the impression that they are 
experts, and they take a great deal of 
trouble in finding out what they are 
supposed to like and dislike, to be in 
the prevailing musical fashion. Thus, 
they feel it their Christian and artistic 
duty firmly to suppress all popular 
hymns that happen to be Victorian. 
Despite the vicar’s efforts at enlight-
enment there is, however, always 
someone who dies and has instructed 
that a famous Victorian hymn, which 
is popular at football matches, shall 

be sung at their funeral. And with 
disappointment and sorrow the vicar 
allows this, bravely striving to keep 
the expression of pain from their face 
and discreetly withholding their own 
voice from the swelling and dreadful 
sound. 
 
Artistic vicars often suffer a great 
deal, particularly when they take over 
new parishes and find the church full 
of dreadful Victorian stained-glass 
windows representing saints with 
dinner-plate halos and long red and 
blue garments that look like night-
shirts. Then, of course, there are the 
heavyweight brass lecterns. Artistic 
vicars often don’t like these, but there 
is always someone who has polished 
and cherished the brass lectern for 40 
years and refuses to give up the job. 
There is a chance that an artistic vicar 
will find a fellow spirit in their parish 
and then they do feel happier and 
find that they can endure the             
surrounding Philistines with a slight-
ly more cheerful and forgiving spirit. 
 
Public-spirited vicars are not often 

seen in church. They are too busy 
getting themselves elected onto town 
committees and into local papers. 

(“Vicar hits out at antiquated sewer-
age works”.) Public spirited vicars 
are, of course, very keen on their 

flock’s being public spirited also, 
with the result that half the              
congregation find themselves     

members of every conceivable              
organization in the town, and the  
other half form a sort of opposition 

group and remain in a perpetual state 
of inactivity and disgrace. 
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Naomi* is a pastor’s wife from 
Indonesia, a country with rising 
religious intolerance. Besides 
some violent attacks on   
churches, Christians experience 
discrimination and verbal 
abuse. Most of the members of 
Naomi’s church are from a 
Muslim background, and face 
oppression from their families. 
“Families who are forced to 
leave home for accepting Jesus 
have to live in other church 
members’ houses,” she says. 
“Their relatives only want them 
back when their economic   
situation improves. Their    
children are mocked at school. 
But we stand strong.” 
As many Indonesian Christians 
struggle with poverty, Open 
Doors runs projects to help  
improve their economic       
situation. With this support, 
Naomi is not only investing in 
new skills for herself, but also 
passing on what she learns to 
other women in her church. 
 
 

“Last year I attended a      
handicraft workshop held by 
Open Doors. Then I passed on 
my new skills to my church 
members …. after the       
workshop the ladies were able 
to increase their income by $20 
a month.” 
Naomi has also been learning 
tailoring at the Women’s   
Training Centre built by Open 
Doors. “Every Sunday I show 
my work to my church      
members. I also want to train 
the youth in my church with 
new skills. That way they can 
be economically independent, 
create jobs and be a blessing in 
our village. I have many 
dreams now because of Open 
Doors. Thank you.” 
You can watch Naomi’s story 
online at: 
www.opendoorsuk.org/
prayernews 
*name changed for security 
reasons 
Please continue to pray for our 
persecuted sisters and brothers. 

September 2019 
Daily Bible Readings 
 
 

 
Monday 2nd  1 Thess 4.13-end Luke 4.16-30 
Tuesday 3rd  1 Thess 5.1-6,9-11 Luke 4.31-37 
Wednesday 4th  Col 1.1-8   Luke 4.38-end 
Thursday 5th  Col 1.9-14   Luke 5.1-11   

Friday 6th   Col 1.15-20  Luke 5.33-end 
Saturday 7th  Col 1.21-23  Luke 6.1-5 
 
Monday 9th  Col 1.24-2.3  Luke 6.6-11 
Tuesday 10th  Col 2.6-15   Luke 6.12-19 
Wednesday 11th Col 3.1-11   Luke 6.20-26 
Thursday 12th  Col 3.12-17  Luke 6.27-38 
Friday 13th  1 Tim 1.1-2,12-14 Luke 6.39-42 
Saturday 14th  1 Tim 1.15-17  Luke 6.43-end 
 

Monday 16th  1 Tim 2.1-8  Luke 7.1-10 
Tuesday 17th  1 Tim 3.1-13  Luke 7.11-17 
Wednesday 18th 1 Tim 3.14-end  Luke 7.31-35 
Thursday 19th  1 Tim 4.12-end  Luke 7.36-end 
Friday 20th  1 Tim 6.2b-12  Luke 8.1-3 
Saturday 21st  1 Tim 6.13-16  Luke 8.4-15 
   
Monday 23rd  Ezra 1.1-6   Luke 8.16-18 
Tuesday 24th  Ezra 6.7-8,12,14-20 Luke 8.19-21,  
Wednesday 25th Ezra 9.5-9   Luke 9.1-6 
Thursday 26th  Hag 1.1-8   Luke 9.7-9 
Friday 27th  Hag 1.15b-2.9  Luke 9.18-22 
Saturday 28th  Zech 2.1-5,10-11 Luke 9.43b-45 
 

Monday 30th  Zech 8.1-8   Luke 9.46-56 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/prayernews
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/prayernews
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 Anyone for tennis? 
 
Peter Williamson writes …. 
 
It happens every year at this time of 
year. When it’s all over they tell us 
how many ice creams, bottles of 
champagne, and strawberries and 
cream have been eaten; how many 
folk have attended; how many hours 
of sunshine and hours of rain there 
were; and we know who the new 
Wimbledon champions are. 
Someone has become, or maybe has 
become again, world famous. Days 
and days of waiting, either there at 
Wimbledon or watching the          
television/computer screen; head left, 
head right; groans of despair, roars of 
applause, the odd tantrum or two 
maybe, chalk flying, judges and   
umpires scowled at or groaned at; 
and those annoying words – fifteen, 
thirty, forty, deuce, game – oh! And I 
nearly forgot, love. 
Have you ever stopped and thought 
about the method of scoring at      
tennis? I find it most odd. 
The first single point you gain and 
it’s fifteen right away. You gain   
another point and it’s thirty. Then 
you score again and it makes – forty 
(why isn’t it forty-five?). Then it’s 
not fifty or fifty-five or anything  
numerical at all, it’s game. Unless of 
course you both have forty, and then 
you drop numbers and deuce is 
called. After that it’s advantage. 
Then there are aces somewhere in the 
game. Oh! I nearly forgot, there’s 
this business of love. And they say  

cricket is difficult to understand!! 
On a tennis court love equals nothing 
– or to put it another way, love means 
you have lost. All I want to say is 
this, while love on the courts of 
Wimbledon means you have lost, in 
the courts of heaven love means you 
have won; indeed, there you can only 
win by love. 
In the world today, there is an       
increasing tendency to denigrate 
love, to count it as a failure, some-
thing weak, something of little worth. 
The game of life goes to the strong 
and powerful, those who pile up the 
scores no matter how they do it; and 
love is to be shunned. 
The Bible says there are three things 
which last for ever. Faith, hope and 
love. Folk today tend to laugh at such 
sentiments – consider them to belong 
to a past age. The things that last for 
ever, they say, are wealth, fame,   
position, power and possessions – not 
love. Such folk have no time for a 
service of love – they are quite     
prepared to take advantage; they 
don’t want to be hampered by       
umpires and judges. Rather they want 
to win at any price and for them love 
means losing, as it does in tennis. 
You win a fifteen per cent rise in  
salary, with thirty minutes a day off 
working hours. With a forty per cent 
increase in dividends – however that 
has all been achieved. Let those who 
will, talk on foolishly about love. 
I believe in love and I’m making my 
plea for greater love to be shown in 
relationships, in church, in society – 
that sacrificial love as lived and 

HOW FOODBANKS WORK 

Providing emergency food to people in crisis.  

Every day people in the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from re-
dundancy to receiving an unexpected bill on a low income. A simple 
box of food makes a big difference, with foodbanks helping prevent 
crime, housing loss, family breakdown and mental health problems. 

FOOD IS DONATED 

Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, 
in-date food to a foodbank. Large collections often take place as part 
of Harvest Festival celebrations and food is also collected at super-
markets. 

FOOD IS SORTED AND STORED 

Volunteers sort food to check that it’s in date and pack it into 
boxes ready to be given to people in need. Over 40,000 people give up 
their time to volunteer at foodbanks. 

PROFESSIONALS IDENTIFY PEOPLE IN NEED 

Foodbanks partner with a wide range of care professionals such as 
doctors, health visitors, social workers and police to identify people in 
crisis and issue them with a foodbank voucher. 

CLIENTS RECEIVE FOOD 

Foodbank clients bring their voucher to a foodbank centre where it 
can be redeemed for three days’ emergency food. Volunteers meet 
clients over a warm drink or free hot meal and can signpost people to 
agencies able to solve the longer-term problem. 
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Why God Created Children…… 
 
Whenever your children are out of control, you can take 
comfort from the thought that even God’s omnipotence 
did not extend to His own children: 
After creating heaven and earth, God created Adam and 
Eve, and the first thing He said was “Don’t!” 
“Don’t what?” Adam replied. 
“Don’t eat the forbidden fruit,” God replied. 
“Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden fruit? Hey Eve…… 
we have forbidden fruit!!” 
“No way!” 
“Yes way!” 
“Do NOT eat the fruit!” God said. 
“Why?” 
“Because I am your Father and I said so!” God replied, 
wondering why He hadn’t stopped creation after the    
elephants. A few minutes later, God saw His children   
having an apple break and He was furious! 
“Didn’t I tell you not to eat the fruit?” God asked. 
“Uh huh,” Adam replied. 
“Then why did you?” said the Father. 
“I don’t know,” said Eve. 
“She started it!” Adam said 
“Did not!” 
“Did too!” 
“DID NOT!” 
Having had it with the two of them, God’s punishment 
was that Adam and Eve have children of their own. Thus, 
the pattern was set, and it has never changed. 
BUT THERE IS REASSURANCE IN THE STORY! 
If you have persistently and lovingly tried to give children 
wisdom and they haven’t taken it, don’t be too hard on 
yourself. If God had trouble raising children, what makes 
you think it would be a piece of cake for you? 
 
 From Sheila Watts 

taught by Jesus and because of 
which he died. I’m doing it with 
the inner confidence that when 
love meant for Him a cross and it 
looked as though He had lost, in 
fact He had won – game, set and 
match for all time. And all who try 
to follow Him and His ways are 
now on the winning side –   
whether you are playing tennis, 
any other sport, or, and most    

importantly – the game of life. 
 
Prayer for the day: Loving Lord, 
help us day by day to live in your 

love and to demonstrate it in    
victorious living. Amen. 

Louisa Messenger, one of our readers, introduced us to this creed 
during one of her talks. It is taken from a book called “Christianity 
Rediscovered”, by Vincent Donovan who worked with Masai people 
in East Africa. 
 

An African Creed 
 
We believe in one High God, who out of 
love created the beautiful world and   
everything good in it. He created man and wanted man to be happy 
in the world. God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the 
earth. We have known this High God in the darkness, and now we 
know Him in the light. God promised in the book of his word, the 
bible, that he would save the world and all the nations and tribes. 
We believe that God made good his promise by sending his son,  
Jesus Christ, a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little 
village, who left his home and was always on safari doing good,   
curing people by the power of God, teaching about God and man, 
showing that the meaning of religion is love. He was rejected by his 
people, tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross, and died. He 
lay buried in the grave, but the hyenas did not touch him, and on the 
third day, he rose from the grave. He ascended to the skies. He is the 
Lord. 
We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him. All who have 
faith in him must be sorry for their sins, be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit of God, live the rules of love and share the bread together in 
love, to announce the good news to others until Jesus comes again. 
We are waiting for him. He is alive. He lives. This we believe. 
Amen. 
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3rd 

100 Club 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

July 
1st Bob Mawson 

2nd Anne Banting 
3rd  Trish Proffit 

 
August 

1st Christine Bartholomew 
2nd Anne Mawson 

3rd Lizbeth Harbottle 

BIBLICAL CITIES 
CHAPTER FOUR:  

DAMASCUS 
 

Dear Readers, you will recall my 
last epistle was on Jericho and I 
informed you that there were 58 
references to that City in the Bible.  
Can we exceed that with references 
to Damascus, the oldest continuous-
ly inhabited city in the world? 
It was founded by Uz, the son 
of Aram the son of Seth.  Of course, 
there are 100 references in the    
Bible. To summarise in 2 pages of 
the Parish Magazine means that we 
will only touch the surface. 
So, I start with what is to me the 
most important reference; that of 
the conversion of Paul (Saul)     
referenced in Acts. He who was a 
persecutor of Christians and   
breathing threats and murder to the 
disciples, until journeying to      
Damascus and as he neared his  
destination suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice say 
to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" "I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting," he replied. 
"Now get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must 
do." 
This city is memorable as the scene 
of Saul's conversion (Acts 9:1-25). 
The street called "Straight," in 
which Judas lived, in whose house 
Saul was found by Ananias, is 
known by the name Sultany, or 
"Queen's Street." It is the principal 

street of the city. Paul visited     
Damascus again on his return from 
Arabia (Galatians 1:16, 17).    
Christianity was planted here as a 
centre (Acts 9:20), from which it 
spread to the surrounding regions. 
As Dylan Thomas commenced 
“Under Milk Wood” with the words 
“To begin at the beginning” I 
should have commenced with the 
earliest biblical reference to        
Damascus. That is in Genesis,  
chapter 15, verse 2 which mentions 
Eliezer of Damascus.  I quote, “But 
Abram said, “O Lord God, what 
will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
Eliezer was the son of Nimrod who 
in turn was the grandson of Noah 
and who became king of           
Mesopotamia. 
Moving on, I omit the references in 
Chronicles and turn to Isaiah,  
Chapter 17, verses 1-3 for my next 
quote: “An oracle concerning     
Damascus. Behold, Damascus will 
cease to be a city and will become a 
heap of ruins. The cities of Aroer 
are deserted; they will be for flocks, 
which will lie down, and none will 
make them afraid. The fortress will 
disappear from Ephraim, and the 
kingdom from Damascus; and the 
remnant of Syria will be like the 
glory of the children of Israel,    
declares the Lord of hosts”. 
There are many references to the 
destruction of Damascus in the 
book of Isaiah resulting it becoming 
a feeble city. Another important 

More Ramblings 
 
I had to go to hospital for some 
tests. On arrival I was early and 
the first to sit down and fill in the 
long form. Gradually the waiting 
area began to fill, and I thought 
how British we are. Each person 
or pair sat with empty seats 
around them. Each lot making 
sure they had their own personal 
gap of at least two chairs either 
side of them. What is it about us 
as a people that we are afraid to 
sit by someone else? We always 
head for the gap or spare seat. I 
know we do like to have our regu-
lar seats and get annoyed when 
they are taken by a stranger or 
worse still – someone who knows 
we always sit there! 
 

 
 
 
Starting my first job I went to 
church, arriving early, and sat 

right in the mid-
dle. Within 
minutes I was 
poked in the back 
with a walking 
stick. “Young 

Woman, you’re sitting in my 
seat!” The whole church was 
empty, but I chose the wrong one 
– welcome to the Church of Eng-
land I thought, then apologised 
and moved.  I’m glad things have 
changed, and we give visitors a 
warm welcome, they can even sit 
in our seat.  
 
Liz Hopkins 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aram,_son_of_Shem
https://biblehub.com/acts/9-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/1-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/9-20.htm
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text on Damascus appears in the 
book of Kings. After Solomon’s 
death, Israel was divided into two 
kingdoms, and Damascus increased 
in power. At different times, both 
Israel and Judah made pacts with the 
ruling kings of Damascus (1 Kings 
15:18–20). Eventually, this led to 
Damascus dominating both Hebrew 
kingdoms. For the remainder of the 
Old Testament, both the northern 
and southern kingdoms of Israel  
remained entangled with Damascus 
in battles for control. 

In conclusion, what do we know of 
Damascus in 2019, it is the capital of 
the Syrian Arab Republic located in 
SW Syria and is the country’s largest 
city with a population of just short of 
3 million? 
There is so much more that I could 
write on this on this sadly,           
continuously war-torn city. that I 
will continue in the next issue. 
 
Allan Delves. 
 

 

A REFLECTION 
 
What are your feet like? Well, I am 
having terrible trouble with mine!! The 
younger among you reading this     
magazine probably don’t have any 
trouble at all. But those of us “of a   
certain age” suffer! 
How many of you visit a Chiropodist, 
or have one come to your home? They 
see your nails are alright; they will deal 
with corns and callouses; and generally 
spruce up your feet. 
Well, my trouble is, my feet are costing 
me a fortune!! Let me explain, I have 
bunions (as many of you will expect), 
and those bunions are forcing my big 
toes over to my other toes, and making 
them double up, as it were. So, when I 
say my feet are costing me a fortune, it 
is because the shoes that fitted me 6 
months ago, no longer do. They are 
rubbing the joints of those toes which 
are being forced up to the top of my 
shoes – even my sandals. Do any of 
you have that trouble? I could sell you 
shoes which I have hardly worn!! I 
know, some people have far more   
trouble with their feet than I do with 
mine, if they have diabetes. 
Feet are so important, aren’t they? 
They enable us to walk, run (if we are 
young), and make sure that we can do 
all we need to do each day. Feet are 
mentioned many, many times in the 
Bible. Jesus’ feet were nailed to the 
Cross. And one text which comes to 
mind is to be found in Isaiah Chapter 
52 and verse 7. That verse says, “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet 
of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good      
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, “Your God reigns”. 
 

 
 
Isaiah was talking about the Jews who  
were going to come back from Babylon 
after exile. God says that when the  
people return to Zion (Jerusalem), they 
will be able to tell others of the good 
news of salvation, and bring peace. 
They will be able to proclaim that their 
God reigns. 
It is a privilege to be able to share 
God’s Good News with others. It is a 
privilege to be able to share with others 
the love of Jesus, and of His             
redemption, salvation and peace. And 
God says that the feet of those who 
bring good news to others are 
“beautiful”. 
In that lovely hymn by Frances Ridley 
Havergal, two of the lines say: “Take 
my feet, and let them be Swift and 
beautiful for Thee”. 
God loves beautiful feet. He looks   
beyond the corns, the callouses and the 
bunions, and looks to see if they are 
being used to help others. Feet will be 
on show in the summer months, when, 
in the heat, they will be bare. Many feet 
will get sand between their toes. 
But, when you next look at your feet, 
and I look at mine, let us, like God, 
look beyond their shape, and ask     
ourselves whether they are going to the 
people and places where someone is in 
need – whether they are going where 
Jesus wants them to go. 
I wish you all a happy summer. Enjoy 
the long hours of daylight. And each 
day let’s all thanks God for all that we 
see around us and proclaim that “Our 
God Reigns”. 
      
 Margaret Newman 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%2015.18%E2%80%9320
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%2015.18%E2%80%9320
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 2019 (cont’d)  

 

15th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

 

16th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

18th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

19th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church   

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church 

 

22nd  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

  11.45am  Baptism: Church   

   

23rd  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  7.15pm   Bible Study: Lounge, Church Centre   

  7.30pm   Mothers’ Union meeting: Hall, Church Centre  

25th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

26th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church   

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church 

 

29th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

    

   

Listens, Observes and Acts. 

 

Hope you all had a good summer break! 

What an enjoyable evening was had 

by those who attended St. George’s Church 

 on a lovely sunny evening in July 

when Gordon led our Summer service by conducting               

 Evening Prayer 

(everyone agreed it made a nice change to have Evensong!) 

 Gordon also presented Jan Bowkett and Jean Corless 

 with 50 YEAR MEMBERSHIP certificates. 

Many congratulations to you both! 

The service was followed by a delicious ‘Bring and share’ supper 

(isn’t it amazing how with no prior knowledge of what each person is 
bringing we always have a good selection on the buffet table?) 

 

The ‘Wave of Prayer’ service this year is on 

Thursday September 5th from 2.00pm until 2.40pm 

in St. George’s Church centre Chapel. 

This year we will be praying for the Diocese of                                              
Bari in the Province of Nigeria, 

the Diocese of Dar es Salaam in the Province of Tanzania, 

the Diocese of Durgapur in the Church of North India, the Diocese of 
Gloucester in the Province of Canterbury, (in MU terms), the Diocese 
of Ilesa in the Province of Nigeria and the Diocese of Khartoum in the 

Province of Sudan and South Sudan. 

Please do try and attend this prayer service to keep the 

wave of prayer circling around the world. 

God of welcome.  Plant in us your seed of compassion; 

Take our mustard seed of faith; 

Nourish it with your Holy Spirit, 

that confidence will grow within us to speak 

your words of invitation in order that vision 

will grow and commitment will flourish.  Amen. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 2019 

 
 

1st  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Family Service: Church 

  11.30am  Baptism: Church  

 

2nd  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  (Toddlers restarts on 9th) 

  ( Bible Study  resumes on 23rd September)  

4th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

5th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church 

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

   

7th  4.00pm   Wedding: Church 

8th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

   

9th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

11th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre 

  7.00pm   PCC meeting: Lounge, Church Centre  

12th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church 

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

   

   

 

 

 

At our Branch Meeting this month on September 23rd at 7.30pm 

 in St. George’s Church Centre hall, 

we look forward to welcoming our own Pat and Phil Hartwell 

 who are going to give us an insight into some of their 

wonderful exotic ‘Holiday highlights’ 

Everyone is welcome to come to this meeting, 

I am sure it will be very enjoyable! 

(Judy and Mary are serving refreshments) 

Heavenly Father, as we meet as members of Mothers’ Union, 

may we know your presence and hear your word. 

 Teach us to know how best to serve you, 

 not just in the needs locally, but in those of the wider world. 

Fill us with your spirit, that we may have the strength to fol-
low your way. 

We pray with sure hope and assurance.  Amen. 

(A prayer written by Beryl Strange, Cardigan branch, Province of 
Wales) 

Many blessings,  Rona. 

MU Summer of Hope Appeal 
 
Educating mums in Burundi. Bonding families in Northern Ireland. 
Uniting communities in South Sudan. These are just a few exam-
ples of what Mothers' Union does for people every day worldwide. 
By joining in this year’s Summer Appeal, you can ensure Mothers' 
Union can continue to change the lives of thousands across the 
planet.   
From our founding over 140 years ago we have remained stead-
fast to a simple aim; to help more families, parents and church 
groups turn their hopes and prayers into reality. This is only pos-
sible with the incredible contributions of people like you.  
Our branch enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea hosted by Jan 
Bowkett, assisted by Enid Lovell and raised £130 for this appeal.  
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we 
trust in him,  
so that we may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Don’t be shy! 

 
This is your magazine.  We need your 

interesting stories, facts, jokes,  poems, 
quotes, recipes, brain teasers, photos, 

notices or anything  else that others would 
enjoy reading.  

 
All contributions will be gratefully  
received by the church office or,  

preferably, please email: 

 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 

 
The DEADLINE  

for the October issue  
is 15th September 

 
Thank you! 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 

 
Please save your plastic  

milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  

but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  

Jenny Farmer  or into the Church office 

to help  

raise money for  

Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

The Ultimate Chain Letter 
 
Do you remember chain letters? Sheila Watts was amused 
by this one and asked us to share it….. 
If you are unhappy with your Vicar, simply have your 
Churchwardens send a copy of this letter to six other 
Churches who are tired of their Vicar. Then, bundle up your 
Vicar and send him to the Church at the top of the list in the 
letter. Within a week, you will receive 16,435 Vicars and 
one of them should be all right. 
Do not break the chain! One Church did and got their old 
Vicar back! 
 
(Though we’d be happy if that happened to us!!) 

Family Service on Sunday August 4th. 

 

This was my first ‘Family Service’ at which I preached.  After 
reading the Gospel set for that day, Luke, chapter 12 verses 13-21, 
and remembering that it was a service where children would attend, 
I came up with the idea of using the appropriate Open the Book 
story including congregation participation to replace the children at 
the school assemblies.  Rona helped me by holding up the sign, 
‘Mine – All Mine’, which was repeated numerous times during my 
talk. Obviously, I am biased, but I thought it went extremely well 
and thank you to the 6 children who joined in with such              
enthusiasm. Attending schools that have Open the Book             
assemblies, it was second nature to them, and they all received an 
“I helped Open the Book “sticker. I hope that everyone else also 
enjoyed it.  I received many complimentary comments after the 
service.      

Gordon 

Situations Vacant 
 

Due to declining health Bob and Joy are no longer 
opening/locking the church and, as of 11th            
November, Remembrance Sunday, will be giving up    
sidespersons' duties as well. 
 
If you can find it in your heart to help with either or 
both of these duties, we know how much it will be 
appreciated. 
 
It has been a privilege to serve St George's church 
in these capacities. 
 
Joy & Bob Curzon 
 
A very big thank you, Bob and Joy, for your many 
years of cheerful and efficient service in both these 
roles. Ed 
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On the 18th July, I, along with many other people who volunteer 
at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital received our long service 
awards. In my case, it was for 5 years, but there were others who 
had completed 25 years!! In the Chaplaincy department, we are 
blessed with some wonderful, dedicated people, Chris Hickson 
being one of them. I am very proud to be part of the team. 
 
As most of you know, the last two years have been difficult for 
me, but I have been very blessed with my role in the hospital, 
along with the sheer joy of the choir I belong to and my ministry 
as Reader, where, along with Gordon, I continue to serve my 
Lord and you. 
 
All praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
God bless you and yours, 
Louisa 



 

 

23 14  

Bishop Rachel shares her sabbatical experiences 

 
Published: July 22, 2019  
 
I am just coming to the end of two weeks in Tiberias on the shore of 
Lake Galilee. It has been a special time of rest, prayer and reflection, 
particularly focusing on Christ’s encounters in the Gospels. 

I have deliberately chosen not to visit lots of places as this has 
primarily been a time of quiet, however, we have had a few 
days which have included some significant encounters in dif-
ferent places, including worshipping yesterday with Christians 
in Shefa’Amr. 

Last week we took the opportunity to visit Sindyanna a unique 
non-profit organization led by a team of Arab and Jewish 
women working to create social change from the ground up. 
They produce olive oil and other food products, as well as 

Come and sing!! 
 
 

It may seem a little early to think about Christmas but 
we are planning to put together a choir for Christmas 
services. All very welcome! More details in next 
month’s magazine, but you can register your interest 
now with our retired clergy, Lizbeth Harbottle or by 
contacting the Church Office. Rehearsals will start in 
October. 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2019/07
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Sindyanna-basket-making.jpg
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weave baskets. In all of this they are “enhancing Arab-Jewish 
cooperation, promoting Fair Trade, creating economic        
opportunities for Arab women, and assisting local growers and 
producers.” Interestingly, they provide the olive oil which 
LUSH use in their products. 

Sindyanna resonated with other projects I have seen this year in 
both Egypt and Bosnia, in which women are being enabled to 
flourish and bridges are being built across divides, and I       
particularly love the fact that the transforming work of 
Sindyanna is based in Kanna (Cana) where Jesus turned water 
into wine. 

Today, on the feast of Saint Mary of Magdalene and the 4th 
anniversary of my consecration, Guy and I visited Magdala. I 
found the archaeological excavations and the new church     
surprisingly poignant, and it was good to be alone in the Mary 
Magdalene Chapel where I repeated the declarations I made at 
my consecration and continued to pray for the Diocese of 
Gloucester. 

This time of sabbatical continues to be a great gift and I contin-
ue to keep you in my prayers with thanksgiving. 

 

Bishop Rachel 

POOR BUT BLESSED OLDEN DAYS 
 

We met and we married a long time ago, 
We worked very long hours when wages were low; 
No telly, no wireless, no bath; times were hard; 
Just a cold water tap and a walk in the yard; 
No holidays abroad, no carpets on the floors; 
We had coal on the fires and didn’t lock the doors. 
Our children arrived, there was no pill in those days,  
And we brought them up without any state aid. 
They were safe going out and they played in the park; 
And old folk could go for a walk in the dark. 
No Valium, no drugs, no L.S.D., 
We cured most of our ills with a nice cup of tea. 
No vandals, no muggings, there was nothing to rob, 
We felt we were well-off with a couple of bob. 
People were happy in those far off old days; 
Kinder and caring in so many ways; 
Milkman and paperboy would whistle and sing; 
A night at the pictures was all one mad fling. 
We all got our share of struggle and strife, 
We just had to face it, it was the pattern of life. 
Now I’m alone I look back through the years; 
I don’t think of bad times, the trouble and tears; 
I remember the blessings, our home and our love 
And that we shared them together, I THANK GOD ABOVE. 
 
Anon 

A curate consistently arrived late for work until his 
long-suffering vicar asked him what was wrong. “My 
problem,” explained the curate, “is that I sleep very 
slowly.” 

A little thought………... 

 

Your talent is God’s gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God 

 

Leo Buscaglia 
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BARNABAS CHARITY – working for persecuted Christians. 

The earthquake and Tsunami in Indonesia last year caused massive 
destruction including many church buildings. The following Sunday, 
one congregation of 98 families worshipped in tents, but there was not 
room for everyone. After the service they discussed the situation and 
some members donated materials to rebuild. They collected roof     
materials, wood and cement – it was sacrificial giving and they started 
to build a wooden structure – but it was temporary and had no walls. 
Imagine how great was their joy and thanks when they heard that   
Barnabas would give them a multi-purpose hall to provide safe shelter 
for the congregation. 

Pray for all Christians that they may be kept safe from persecution. 

         MML  

A prayer for someone special 

 

May the Love of the Spirit Uphold you; 

 

May the Peace of the Spirit Refresh you; 

 

May the Joy of the Spirit Uplift you; 

 

May the Light of the Spirit Shine on you; 

 

May the Holiness of the Spirit Rekindle you; 

 

May the Spirit renew Your innermost being; 

 

           Amen 

 

 

A GARDEN MYSTERY 
 
A garden is a mystery 

It makes me question “why?” 

The plants I nurture with such care 

Just shrivel up and die? 

While seeds that I don’t know about 

All vigorously thrive 

And grow like fabled beanstalks 

From cracks within my drive! 

 

By Nigel Beeton 

MARY, MARTHA & LAZARUS 
 

Martha welcomed and worked hard 
And worried about so many things 
Especially that Mary didn’t. 
 
Lazarus lived again and found fame, 
And shared supper with the guest 
Who called him from the grave. 
 

But Mary…. 
Mary listened and sat at His feet, 
And filled the house with fragrance 
In anointing Him. 
 
Martha served, 
Lazarus honoured, 
But with her hair and 
her heart 
Mary worshipped 
The Lord. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 



 

 



 

 


