
 

 

September  2018 

To Journey in Faith and Share God’s Love 

To Journey in Faith and Share God’s Love 

 

Regular services and activities 
 

Sunday 
 
 8 am: Said Eucharist in Church (Book of Common 
Prayer service on the first Sunday of each month) 
10 am: Parish Eucharist with hymns in Church 
(Family service on the first Sunday of each month) 
 

Monday 
 
10 am: Coffee morning in the Church centre lounge 
10 am: Parent and Toddlers in the Church centre hall  
7.15 pm Bible study in the Church centre lounge 
7.30 pm: Mothers’ Union on the 4th Monday of each 
month, in the Church centre hall 
 
Wednesday 
 
9.30 am: Holy Communion service in the Church   
centre chapel, followed by coffee 
 

Thursday 
 
10 am: Needles and Natter in the Church centre lounge 
10 am: Flower arrangers in the Church 
7.30 pm: Bell ringing practice in the Church tower 
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Brockworth 

 

                                          Parish Magazine 
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To journey in faith and share       
God’s love. 



 

 How to contact your St George’s team 
 

 
Church Office:  Church Administrator, St George’s Church Centre,  
   Court  Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 
Office Hours:    Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9.30am - 11.30am 
Phone:   01452 550 554 
Email:   churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk 
 
 
Parish Website: www.st-george-brockworth.org.uk 
Facebook: Search for  “St George’s Church Brockworth” and ‘like’ our page 
 
 
Vicar:  Position vacant. Contact during vacancy : 01452 550554 
 
 
Licensed Readers : 
Mr Gordon Clifford – 01452 862475; email: gordon.clifford@sky.com 
Mrs Louisa Messenger – 01452 862058 email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Lizbeth Harbottle, 31 Green Street, Brockworth 
Tel: 01452 863732, e-mail: eaharbottl@aol.com  
Mr. Richard Ashenden, Hilldown, 62 Court Road, Brockworth.  
Tel: 01452 862515  
 
Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 
Hon. Secretary:  Mrs Lianne Eve 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Rita Fix 01452 550554 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Pat Hartwell : stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 
 
The article deadline for the February issue is 15/01/20   
Please email stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  
If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church Office.  
   
Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 

Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the PCC or the Editor. This church promotes good practice in work with children and 
young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy that’s available to view 
at St George’s Church  & St George’s Church Centre. St. George’s, Brockworth is a Fair 
Trade Parish and supports the Parish Giving Scheme.  
 

 
THIS MONTH’S COVER:  St. George’s Church in the snow 

LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED –              

REPAIRED 
 

ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 
ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS 

ETC. 
 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS           
LIMITED 

Tel : 01452 616169 
 

Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, Gloucester Business Park,             
Glos. GL3 4AG 

 
Visit and Buy On-Line at www.mowers-online.com 
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Parish notes for 
December 2019—  

January 2020 
 
What a special remembrance 
time in Brockworth this year! 
The poppies made by 
community groups and our 
own Needles and Natter group 
looked wonderful. 

By the time you read this we 
will have had our Christmas 
Fair, which I’m sure will have 
been as successful and 
enjoyable as ever. Many thanks 
to all those who work so hard 
organising and running these 
events. 

Still to come is our Christmas 
Tree Festival and  all the 
wonderful Advent and 
Christmas services. A very big 

“thank you” to our readers, 
retired and visiting clergy and 
Churchwardens for keeping 
things going so smoothly.  

Also coming up on 7th 
December is your chance to 
experience a ukulele concert by 
UkeNSmile and the Smilettes, 
mainly members of 
Churchdown ABC group, 
which is also going to be 
performed in London, by 
invitation of Jon Culshaw, for 
the Royal Society for Blind 
Children’s Christmas Concert. 

We are very much looking 
forward to welcoming Mike 
and family to Brockworth, and 
I’m sure his induction  service 
on Sunday, January 26th will 
be a joyful occasion. 

Our new Vicar             
(from 26th January) 
Introduces himself. 
 
We are all looking forward to the 
new year and our move to join you 
in Brockworth - Sarah and myself, 
Ben, Tim, Sam, Molly (our dog) and 
our two rabbits! 
A big move for us having lived in 
Woodmancote for over 20 years 
when we moved here with my job at 
GCHQ from Scarborough. We love, 
and miss, the sea still! 
We have read with interest your  
parish magazine and look forward to 
getting to know you and joining you 
in the community you have. 

Sarah works at Gloucester Royal and 
Cheltenham General Hospitals as a 
Nurse and has done so since 1999. 
Ben, our eldest is in his last year of 
6th form and hoping to train to be an 
electrician, he loves football and 
works part time at an after-school 
club. Tim has started his GCSE's this 
year and has a love of pole vault and 
anything athletic, Sam loves football 
and scooting! 
We enjoy regular visits to Yorkshire 
to see my family. 
 
With our thanks and prayers.       
Happy Christmas and New Year 
from us all. 
 
Mike 
Rev Michael Smith 

Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the snake.   
And the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on! 

Vacancy News and PCC report 
 
We are very much looking forward to 
the special service in Church at 3 pm 
on Sunday 26th January when Mike 
will be instituted by Bishop Rachel and       
inducted by Archdeacon Hilary.      
Following that he will start work in the 
Parish. 
Until then, we remain grateful to our 
retired and visiting clergy, readers and 
Churchwardens who keep services   
running smoothly during the vacancy. 
 
The full PCC had a meeting on 13th      
November. We heard a very interesting 
and thought provoking report from Rita 
Fix, our safeguarding officer. She helps 
us comply with Diocesan requirements 
that “all activities and outreach work is 
considered in terms of promoting a 
safer church environment for all and 
that ensures the protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable adults 
within our community.” 

We also had the usual reports on the 
state of the Church and centre build-
ings and grounds, and finance, looking 
at our budget for 2020. Our treasurer 
forecasts that on top of planned giving 
we will need to raise in the region of 
£13,000 to balance the books next year. 
Our Deanery  Synod representatives 
report back after synod meetings and 
the fundraising committee keep us  
updated with their plans. 
In the absence of a regular organist, we 
are aware that we need a more efficient 
and easier to use sound system, and 
this is under consideration. It’s a real 
treat when Evie comes to play for us 
once a month and we thank her for 
that. 
We need to be in good voice on 
Wednesday 18th December with carol 
singing for the residents of Millbrook 
Lodge at 2pm, then Carols by Candle-
light at 7pm in the Church Centre. 
 
Pat Hartwell, Lay Chair  
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A  Prayer for us all during the vacancy 
 
Lord Jesus, Faithful and Good Shepherd to us all, during our       
Vacancy, please walk alongside to guide, encourage and    
protect us and those who have the responsibility of leadership 
and Ministry at this time.. 
We look forward to welcoming Mike as our new priest to    
parish, building on the work and witness of all those who 
served in this   parish before. We pray for Mike and his family 
as they prepare to move to Brockworth. 
May we journey in faith and share God's love in trust and 
faith, to the glory of your Holy Name. Amen 

Mother Teresa …. All you need is love 
 

Mother Teresa once observed: “We cannot do 
great deeds, but we can do small deeds with love.” 
That’s something to remember in our daily life. 
What good are great public efforts if they are 
fuelled by personal ambition or a desire to rule? If 
you are not personally kind, what good does it do 
you? The Bible warns us that “If I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but have not love, I am noth-
ing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender 
my body to the flames, and have not love, I gain 
nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:2,3) Who can you show 
some love to today? 

 
January 2020 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Wednesday 1st January  Numbers 6:22-end; Luke 2:15-21 
Thursday 2nd January  1 John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28 
Friday 3rd January  1 John 2:29-3:6; John 1:29-34 
Saturday 4th January  1 John 3:7-10; John 1:35-42 
 
Monday 6th January  Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
Tuesday 7th January  1 John 3:22-4:6; Matthew 4:12-17,23-end 
Wednesday 8th January  1 John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 
Thursday 9th January  1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 
Friday 10th January  1 John 4:19-5:4; Luke 4:14-22 
Saturday 11th January  1 John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 
 
Monday 13th January  1 Samuel 1:1-8; Mark 1:14-20 
Tuesday 14th January  1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-28 
Wednesday 15th January  1 Samuel 3:1-10,19-20; Mark 1:29-39 
Thursday 16th January  1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-end 
Friday 17th January  1 Samuel 8:4-7,10-end; Mark 2:1-12 
Saturday 18th January  1 Samuel 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1a; Mark 2:13-17 
 
Monday 20th January  1 Samuel 15,16-23; Mark 2:18-22 
Tuesday 21st January  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Mark 2:23-end 
Wednesday 22nd January 1 Samuel 17:32-33,37,40-51; Mark 3:1-6 
Thursday 23rd January  1 Samuel 18:6-9,19:1-7; Mark 3:7-12 
Friday 24th January  1 Samuel 24:3-22a; Mark 3:13-19 
Saturday 25th January  Jeremiah 1:4-10; Matthew 19:27-end 
 
Monday 27th January  2 Samuel 5:1-7,10; Mark 3:22-30 
Tuesday 28th January  2 Samuel 6:12-15,17-19; Mark 3:31-end 
Wednesday 29th January 2 Samuel 7:4-17; Mark 4:1-20 
Thursday 30th January  2 Samuel 7:18-19,24-end; Mark 4:21-25 
Friday 31st January  2 Samuel 11:1-10,13-17; Mark 4:26-34  
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Open doors 
 
 
Open Doors is an international 
ministry serving persecuted  
Christians and churches        
worldwide. We supply Bibles,          
leadership training, literacy     
programmes, livelihood support 
and advocacy services. We also 
seek to mobilise the Christians 
living under  religious              
persecution. 
 
Iraq, world watch list number 
13. 
God keeps his promises 
 
“Now it is God who establishes 
both us and you in Christ. He 
anointed us, placed His seal on us 
and put His Spirit in our hearts as 
a pledge of what is to come” 2 
Corinthians 1: 21-22 
Have you ever had to wait an age 
for God to fulfil His promises? 
The children and teachers of St. 
Joseph’s School in Qaraqosh, 
Iraq, had to wait four long years 
to use their new school building – 
just after it was built, so-called 
Islamic State invaded Qaraqosh 
and took it for a base. 
When the pupils returned, they 
found much had been destroyed. 
But, thanks to our support, the 
restoration work was swift and 
within two months everything was  

 
 
 
 
ready for a new school term. 
Father Ammar, who works with 
the school says: “If you will give 
these students a good education, 
they will be the doctors, the     
engineers of many parts of Iraq – 
not only in this city.” 
Basma is a student at the school. 
She says “my dream is that we 
have peace in our country, and we 
collaborate. I hope that many  
people from all over the world 
will come to visit our city.” 
 
What are you watching and    
waiting for God to accomplish in 
the lives of your loved ones? 
 
“Lord Jesus, thank you that You 
are true to Your Word and that 
You keep Your promises. Help 
me to watch and wait for Your 
promises in my life and rejoice 
with those who see breakthrough 
in their lives.” 
 
Open Doors prayer diary, Octo-
ber 2019 
 

 
December 2019 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Monday 2nd December  Isaiah 4:2-end; Matthew 8:5-11 
Tuesday 3rd December  Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 
Wednesday 4th December Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 
Thursday 5th December  Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21,24-27 
Friday 6th December  Isaiah 29:17-end; Matthew 9:27-31 
Saturday 7th December  Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26; Matthew 9:35-10:1,6-8 
 
Monday 9th December  Isaiah 35; Luke 5:17-26 
Tuesday 10th December  Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 
Wednesday 11th December Isaiah 40:25-end; Matthew 11:28-end 
Thursday 12th December  Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 
Friday 13th December  Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 
Saturday 14th December  Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-11; Matthew 17:10-13 
 
Monday 16th December  Numbers 24:2-7;15-17; Matthew 21:23-27 
Tuesday 17th December  Genesis 49:2,8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 
Wednesday 18th December Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-24 
Thursday 19th December  Judges 13:2-7,24-end; Luke 1:5-25 
Friday 20th December  Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 
Saturday 21st December  Zechariah 3:14-18; Luke 1:39-45 
 
Monday 23rd December  Malachi 3:1-4,4:5-end; Luke 1:57-66 
Tuesday 24th December  2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11,16; Luke 1:67-79 
Wednesday 25th December Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14 
Thursday 26th December 2 Chronicles 24:20-22; Matthew 10:17-22 
Friday 27th December  Exodus 33:7-11a; John 21:19b-end 
Saturday 28th December Jeremiah 31:15-17; Matthew 2:13-18 
 
Monday 30th December  1 John 2:12-17; Luke 2:36-40 
Tuesday 31st December  1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18 
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TEARFUND: WE'RE CHRISTIANS PASSIONATE 
ABOUT ENDING POVERTY 

We're following Jesus where the need is greatest, working 

through local churches to unlock people's potential and helping 

them to discover that the answer to poverty is within         

themselves. When disasters strike, we respond quickly. We 

won't stop until poverty stops.                                                                   

Reclaiming hope in Iraq:                                                                  

Intense protracted conflict across Iraq over the past decades 

has left a crippling legacy of mental health conditions, many 

women and girls who lived under Isis control have witnessed or 

suffered and survived, horrific scenes of death, sexual assault, 

enslavement or torture.                                                                                

Let’s pray for hope and healing and also for Tearfund staff who 

are responding.                                                                                          

Beneath the surface:                                                                         

Generations of Afghan people have witnessed trauma and      

violence. Men, women and children have all been affected and 

the prevalence of mental health disorders is very high.               

Please pray that families across the country will have access to 

the help they need, so that homes can be healed and lives     

restored.                                                                                                 

Taken from the Tearfund prayer diary, November. 

  

 

COBALT 

Diagnosis. Research. Education 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Mothers’ Union meeting in October, 
it was so good to see so many of you when Irene and Jenny, who were both 
excellent speakers, gave a superb presentation of what Cobalt is all about, 

we all learnt a great deal about how they help so many people and also how 
they fund raise to be able to do so. 

£70.00 was raised in the dish for donations for Cobalt and even more from 
the upcycled cards that they brought and sold (to show what happens to the 
bags of cards that you bring to the church and office for Gordon and myself 

to take to Cobalt) 

 

KEEP BRINGING YOUR CARDS 
to Church, church office or lounge or contact Rona or Gordon on 

01452862475 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS BY 11TH JANUARY 2020 PLEASE (NO LATER) 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 

After the meeting, Rona received a letter from Cobalt’s Head of Fundraising, 
Julia Jenkins, saying: 

Dear Rona and fellow members of Brockworth Mothers’ Union, 

We were delighted to receive your kind donation of £70, as well as the 
£41.90, which was raised from the sale of our upcycled cards, to support the 
work of Cobalt. 

We hope you enjoyed your talk from our volunteers Jenny and Irene …(who) 
have asked that we pass on their thanks for your hospitality. We have a very 
busy autumn planned with lots of projects that we are working on. As a   
charity, we always strive to provide patients with the best medical image for 
their diagnosis and ensure that patients receive timely and appropriate    
treatments for their conditions. Donations help us to invest in specialist   
nursing posts, equipment, research and education to help this happen. 

Our ability to do the work we do is thanks to the kind generosity of people 
like you. 
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Remembrance Sunday 
Poppies, Poppies              

Everywhere! 
 

Just four weeks before Remembrance 
Sunday, I became aware that the 
Brockworth community was hard at 
work making poppies to decorate the 
village, and saw an opportunity for St 
George’s to get involved. 
 
I approached our ‘Needles and Natter’ 
group with my idea of knitting poppies 
to decorate the Church Centre, and so 
join in with the community spirit. – To 
my amazement, a few weeks later 
nearly 300 poppies had been knitted by 
the group and other ladies from St. 
George’s and elsewhere! 
Several of us adorned our Cross and 
the fences around the Centre with the 
poppies, in spite of the weather which 
left us all feeling a bit damp! 
People in the village were very       
appreciative of our efforts – it looked 
really beautiful. Two days later, I 
walked in to church to be met with a 
totally amazing display of poppies 
thanks to our talented and hardworking 
flower ladies. It was a breath-taking 
sight! 
 
Some children from the village added 
to our efforts by placing poppies by 
our war memorial in the churchyard 
and alongside the path. 
Photos placed on Facebook produced 
over 150 ‘likes’ and many lovely  
comments from Brockworth residents. 
On Remembrance Sunday, Rev David 
Sutch not only officiated at our 8am 
and 9.45am services in church, but 

also led the Remembrance services at 
the village War Memorial and after the 
Parade and laying of wreathes, at the   
Church Centre. Meanwhile, Gordon 
Clifford led a service beside the 
Churchyard War Memorial where 
Churchwarden, Richard Ashenden, 
laid a wreath on behalf of all of us at 
St George’s. 
 
At the 9.45am service, I spoke to a 
veteran who told me that it was his 
first time in St George’s for 12 years. I 
do hope that his next visit will be 
much sooner! 
 
I feel so proud of everything that St. 
George’s achieved, knowing that we 
played such a huge part in this village 
event. Taking opportunities to interact 
with our wider Brockworth community 
is really important for the future. I am 
sure that when Rev Mike Smith joins 
us in January we will continue to build 
on this. 
 
Many, many, thanks to everyone. We 
are so blessed to have so many      
wonderful people amongst us. 
 
Linda Vogwell 
 

Leisure 
 

It is pleasing to me to read in the last two editions of the Parish 
Magazine the inclusion of poems. My   favourite subject at  
Infants School was Poetry when the class would recite poems 
and learn poems.     Sadly, not on today’s curriculum. So, I 
thought you may like a contribution from me. 
In today’s busy world, how often do we say “we are too busy”? 
 -  too busy to visit friends or relatives, too busy to cook a meal, 
we will have a take-away or too busy to finish a task, will do it 
tomorrow. In 1911 our very own local poet from Nailsworth, 
W.H.Davies wrote one of my favourite poems on   being too 
busy, entitled Leisure. Here it is: 
 
 
WHAT is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare?— 
No time to stand beneath the boughs, 
And stare as long as sheep and cows: 
No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass: 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night: 
No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance: 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began? 
A poor life this if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 
 
Just remember “are you too busy or too lazy”? 

 
Allan Delves 
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3rd 

100 Club 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

November 
 
 

1st — Steve Plant (98) 
2nd —  Heather Tighe (63) 
3rd —  Ken Holbrook (20) 

 
 

Can you help? 

 
This is your magazine.  We need your 

interesting stories, facts, jokes,  poems, 
quotes, recipes, brain teasers, photos, 

notices or anything  else that others would 
enjoy reading.  

 
All contributions will be gratefully  
received by the church office or,  

preferably, please email: 

 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 

 
The DEADLINE  

for the February issue  
is 15th January 

 
Thank you! 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 

 
Please save your plastic  

milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  

but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  

Jenny Farmer  or into the Church office 

to help  

raise money for  

Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 

 

The True Christmas 
 

The ingredients for Christmas are 
simplicity and mystery. Without 
some simplicity, we lose the value 
of the small thing, and without the 
mystery, we cannot approach the 
wonderful events remembered in 
this season. 
Within all our activity and         
celebrations, we need to make 
space for simplicity and for      
mystery. The true Christmas      
balances the two. 
 
It was right that the first Christmas 
was of the greatest simplicity. 
There was no beautiful room or 
fancy clothing, only the basics of 
life. A stable, a star, a friendly   
innkeeper, a couple unable to find a 
room; a situation faced by many 
refugees today. 
There were no baubles or tinsel, 
only the love of Joseph and Mary 
and their love for the infant. The 
child did not shine or have         
extraordinary powers but merely 
nestled in his mother’s breast. 
Shepherds came in nervously, not 
quite sure why they were there, and 
knelt in the straw to gaze at the  
baby while cow and donkey looked 
on. It was all so ordinary, so sim-
ple. Such events happen every day 
in our world. 
 
But there was another world in the 
picture or, rather, a mysterious part 
of our world that we never         

normally notice. There was a     
mystery about this event that     
waited to be enjoyed. Angels, 
God’s messengers, broke into the 
scene, singing “Glory”. 
The child looked like any other, but 
he was the Son of God. Mysteries 
like this cannot be solved but they 
can be savoured. In the Christ 
child; word made flesh; we see 
simplicity and great mystery 
brought together. 
 
To have simplicity without mystery 
is to experience only half of our 
world. It is like looking at the     
negative of a photograph when we 
could have a full colour print. It is 
to miss out on the richness and 
depth of our world. It is to lose out 
on the joy of wonder and the      
feeling of awe. 
There is much in our world that our 
minds will never comprehend but 

which our hearts can grasp. The 
true Christmas will always contain 
simplicity and mystery. 
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OVER 90% OF THE FOOD DISTRIBUTED BY FOOD-
BANKS IN THE TRUSSELL TRUST NETWORK IS      
DONATED BY THE PUBLIC – THAT’S WHY YOUR 
FOOD DONATIONS ARE ABSOLUTELY VITAL TO OUR      
ABILITY TO GIVE EVERYONE REFERRED TO US A 
BALANCED AND NUTRITIOUS THREE DAY SUPPLY 
OF FOOD. 

Our shopping list shows the food items that we need right now. 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS IN ORDER OF SCARCITY 

• LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE (NOT CHILLED) 

• LONG LIFE MILK (NOT CHILLED) 

• INSTANT MASH POTATO 

• TINNED READY MEALS 

• TINNED COLD MEAT (E.G.HAM/CORNED BEEF) 

• SQUASH 

• TINNED FISH 

• TINNED POTATOES 

• TOOTHPASTE AND SINGLE TOOTHBRUSHES 

 

From the Registers— 

October2019 
 Baptisms 
 
Sunday 6th October   Dolly Taylor 

 
May God, who has received you by baptism into His Church, pour upon 
you the riches of His grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim 
people you may be daily renewed by His anointing Spirit and come to the 
inheritance of the saints in glory. 
  
Marriages 
 
Saturday 26th October  

 Emma Fisk & Thomas Smith 

 
 
 
Faithful God, giver of all good things, give these couples wisdom and  
devotion in the ordering of their lives together. May they dwell together in 
love and peace all the days of their life, seeking one another’s welfare, 
bearing one another’s burdens and sharing one another’s joys; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Funerals 
 

Tuesday 1st October   Kenneth Dowle 

Friday 4th October   Megan Sutch 

Thursday 10th October   Betty Soden 

Wednesday 30th October  Maureen Beatty 

 
“I am the resurrection and the life” says the Lord. “Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die.” Amen 

Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 
and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
  

https://www.trusselltrust.org/
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Millbrook Lodge, Carol singing 

 

 Carol Singing will take place on Wednesday December 18th at 2.00pm for 
about 30 minutes.   I hope that we can raise six or eight voices for singing 
well known carols.  We are the only adult group of singers that Millbrook 
Lodge have during the Christmas season. 

If we could meet at the Church Centre for 1.55pm on the day we can walk 
round and sign in together.    Thanks,  Gordon 

 

Used Postage Stamps for James Hopkins Trust – are 

still required to help with their fund raising.  With Christmas Cards arriving 
at our homes any day now, please tear  the envelope with about 10mm of 
backing around stamp.  They also welcome old mobile phones. You can leave 
them at the church office, the church centre lounge or hand them to us at 
church. 

 

We are still collecting used spectacles for Vision Aid, and any type of      
jewellery for Alzheimer's Society. 

 

Milk bottle tops to Jenny of course (or the office) for Guide dogs for the 
Blind 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

December 2019 
1st  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Family Service: Church 

  

2nd  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

3rd  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

4th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

5th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

6th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  5.00pm   Choir practice: Hall, Church Centre  

  7.00pm   Christmas Tree Festival— 

     ‘Grand Switch On’ in Church 

7th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  11.00—4.00pm  Christmas Tree Festival— 

     Church open for viewing and refreshments 

  7.00pm   Ukulele Concert: Hall, Church Centre  

 

8th  8.00am  Said Eucharist:: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist:: Church  

  11.45am  Baptism: Church 

  2.00—4.00pm Christmas Tree Festival— 

     Church open for viewing and refreshments 

 

9th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

10th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre  

11th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre 

12th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

On a recent holiday to Scotland we stopped at Gretna Green to find it 
much more than a wedding venue which is known to most of us. 

We spotted this sign which made us smile, 

 

Oh! gallop- along with a right merry song, 

Through wood and vale and hollow, 

The turnpike men may shake their heads, 

And half the world may follow. 

But I care not what the old folks say, 

I’ll take no heed or warning, 

For I’ll be wearing a wedding ring 

At Gretna Green in the morning. 

      Gordon and Rona 
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Listens, Observes and Acts. 

 

 

Our ‘Festive’ Lunch is on Monday December 2nd 

 

at The Royal George Hotel Birdlip 

 

at 12.30 for 1.00pm. 

 

Please remember to each bring a gift-wrapped raffle prize. 

 

   A very Happy Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and blessed 

New Year to you all from Enid and all the committee. 

 

January 2020 

 The St. George’s Mothers’ Union Annual General Meeting is on  

Monday January 27th at 7.30 pm in St. George’s                    

Church Centre Hall.                              

Look out for more details on the pew sheet. 

Many blessings, Rona. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

December 2019 (cont’d)  
 

13th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  5.00pm   Choir practice: Hall, Church Centre 

14th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

 

15th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

   

16th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

17th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre  

18th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

  2.00pm   Carol Singing at Millbrook Lodge 

  7.00pm   Carols by Candlelight: Hall, Church Centre 

19th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church 

20th  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre 

  5.00pm   Choir practice: Hall, Church Centre 

21st  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre  

  10.30am  Carol Singing in Court Road 

 

22nd  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church    

  6.00pm  Nine Lessons & Carols: Church 

 

23rd  9.30am   Morning Prayer: Chapel, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre  

Christmas Eve  4.00pm   Crib Service: Church 

  11.30pm  Midnight Mass (Archdeacon presiding): Church 

 

Christmas  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

Day  10.00am  Family Service: Church  

 

29th  8.00am  Said Eucharist:: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist:: Church     
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Thanks to everyone following the death 
of Brian Curtis 
 
Liz and Sarah Curtis would like to thank 
everyone in the recent loss of husband 
and father, Brian. 
Thanks to all who came or were unable 
to come to the funeral. Also, thanks to 
all for the cards, good wishes, prayers 
etc. Special thanks to David and Gordon 
for leading us through the service, for all 
who helped with refreshments, Jean, 
Jan, Judy and Mary, and also thanks to 
Anne B and Anne C for making the 
beautiful floral B. Unfortunately, this 
was kept in the hearse and not brought 
into Church, so for those who weren’t 
able to see it, here is a photo. 
 
The main flowers were taken to Maisemore Church and laid on the grave 
of Brian’s parents and grandparents. The DAD and the B are now in our 
lounge and look beautiful. 
Thank you all very much, Liz and Sarah Curtis 

 
Children’s Society Collecting Boxes 
 

Just to remind all box holders that I will be collecting and opening all 
boxes in January 2020. Many thanks to you all.  
Judy Baldwin 
 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
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Come and sing!! 
 

Carols for Christmas. 
 

 This year we are going to do something different for our 
Christmas carol concert. We are going to create a small    
community choir, singing some of the less well known, but 
wonderful, Christmas carols. There will be readings, but not 
all of them from the bible, and a chance for the congregation 
to sing along as well.  We are even going to sing Away in a 
Manger, but not as you know it!   As with the best community 
choirs there will be no accompaniment as the words of the 
songs and the people in the choir will take the lead in this act 
of worship.  Any are welcome to join us, you don’t need to 
read music, or have sung with a choir before; but if you like 
to sing we would like you to be with us. 
 
We will practice on Fridays in the Church centre at 5 pm and 
we will have great fun together. See you then. 
 

We are also going to be Carol singing at Court 
Road shops in aid of The Children’s Society from 
10.30 am on Saturday  21st December. Come and 
join us! 

COME AND SEE THE  
 

FESTIVAL OF  
DECORATED CHRISTMAS 

TREES  
 

at St George’s Church, Court Road,  
Brockworth, GL3 4QU 

on  
 

Friday 6th, Saturday 7th 
& Sunday 8th December 

 
 

Programme: 
 

 

Friday 6th December  

6.30pm for 7.00pm 

Grand switch on of Tree lights  

(with refreshments) 

 

Saturday 7th December 

11.00am - 4.00pm 

Church open for viewing and  

refreshments 

 

Sunday 8th December 

Do join us for our 10.00am service 

2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Church open for viewing and  

refreshments 

 
 

Vote for your favourite tree 
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Biblical Cities, Chapter 7 

Nazareth 
 

Dear Readers, you will     
recall in the November    
edition of the Parish      
magazine that my           
contribution for the          
December magazine was 
planned to be on Rome. 
However, having had a    
discussion with Pat we 
agreed that in this issue, 
covering Christmas it would 
be more appropriate to     
include what I describe as a” 
Christmas City” The choice 
was between Nazareth, 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem. I 
decided on Nazareth, so 
here we go. 
 
Allow me to start with a 
verse from John’s Gospel, 
Chapter 1, verse 46,        
concerning a conversation 
between Nathanial of Cana 
in Galilee who was a       
follower or disciple of Jesus, 
and Philip, an apostle of   
Jesus. Nathanial poses the 
question “can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?   
Philip replies “come and 
see”.  Of course, the answer 
is that Nazareth is associated 
with Jesus as his boyhood 
home. Now fast forward to 
Nazareth of today: it is 
called the “Silicon Valley of 
the Arab community” in 
view of its potential in this 
sphere.  
Nazareth has over 20        
Arab-owned high-tech  
companies, mostly in the 
field of software               
development. Microsoft has 
plans to open a Research 
and Development Centre 
there because of the       
abundance of   engineering 
talent.  
I think that answers          
Nathanial’s query. Back to 
the   Bible, we are all           
familiar with a verse in 
Luke’s   Gospel, Chapter 1 
verse 26 “Now in the sixth 
month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city in 
Galilee called Nazareth” and 
in Matthew, Chapter 2 verse 
23 “and came and lived in a 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January 2020 (cont’d)  

 

19th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

   

20th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  7.15pm   Bible Study: Lounge, Church Centre   

22nd  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

23rd  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church   

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church 

 

26th  8.00am  Said Eucharist:: Church 

  10.00am  Induction of Reverend  

     Michael Smith in Church followed by  

     Reception in Church Centre   

 

27th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  7.15pm   Bible Study: Lounge, Church Centre  

29th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

30th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church 

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church 

   

   

   

 

   

 

 



 

 city called Nazareth. This 
was to fulfil what was     
spoken through the      
prophets: "He shall be called 
a Nazarene." It is a moot 
point to record that no such 
prophecy is found in any OT 
prophets. Did Matthew make 
a mistake? We do not know. 
Jesus was referred to as     
Jesus of Nazareth as in John 
1, verses 45 - 46.  For one 
thing, in Biblical times,   
people were often identified 
by their native area or place 
of residence. The man who 
carried Jesus’ cross when he 
was no longer able to, for 
example, was called Simon 
of Cyrene, noting his name 
and his place of residence 
(Luke 23:26). This distin-
guishes him from all other 
Simons and from all other 
residents of Cyrene who 
were not named Simon.   
Similarly, Joseph of          
Arimathea, a city in Judea, 
who was, according to all 
four canonical   gospels, the 
man who assumed             
responsibility for the burial 
of Jesus after his               
crucifixion. 

It was customary to refer to 
persons titles by their place 
of habitat in England from 
Norman times, the              
aristocracy adopted the 
same, eg: The duke of 
Gloucester and the Duke of 
Westminster, and the middle 
and lower classes had       
surnames after their place of 
birth, eg Chester, Blackburn 
or their occupation eg 
Farmer, Taylor.   
 
Although Bethlehem was the 
place of Jesus’ birth,        
Nazareth was the place 
where   Jesus had lived until 
he began his public ministry, 
and therefore he is said to be 
“of Nazareth”. It is this that 
we celebrate at Christmas.  
 
Finally, what of Nazareth   
today? it is the largest city in 
the Northern District of      
Israel. It is regarded as the 
Arab capital of Israel. In   
addition to its Arab owned 
electronic companies, its   
Israel Military Industries em-
ploys "some 300" people in 
Nazareth manufacturing  
munitions.  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January 2020 
 

2nd  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church   

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

       

5th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Family Service: Church  

  11.45am  Baptism: Church 

 

6th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  7.15pm   Bible Study: Lounge, Church Centre  

8th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre  

  7.00pm   C/Centre Comm meeting: Lounge, Church Centre 

9th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church   

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

 

12th  8.00am  Said Eucharist: Church 

  10.00am  Parish Eucharist: Church  

  11.45am  Baptism: Church 

   

13th  10.00am  Parent and Toddlers: Hall, Church Centre 

  10.00am  Coffee Morning: Lounge, Church Centre 

  7.15pm   Bible Study: Lounge, Church Centre  

15th  9.30am   Holy Communion: Chapel, Church Centre 

  7.00pm   PCC meeting: Lounge, Church Centre  

16th  10.00am  Needles and Natter: Lounge, Church Centre  

  10.00am  Flower Arrangers: Church 

  7.30pm   Bell ringing: Church  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.26
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Military_Industries


 

 

 
How does it work? 

easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into free 
donations for your favourite cause. How? Just start your online 
shopping first at       easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Our 

retailers will then make a small donation to say, “thank you”.  

We have 3,787 retailers to choose from and so far, we've raised 
over £28 million for thousands of community groups, schools, 
sports clubs, small and large charities across the UK. Easy!  

 

Over £500 has been raised for St. George’s Church through this scheme. 

Please consider using it when doing any online shopping. Thank you! 

St. George’s Art Group 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the St George Art Group Exhibition 
on Saturday 26th October, especially as the weather was so bad, we do             
appreciate your support. 
The winner of the favourite painting was by Jean Jordan from the U3A 
artist group for 'The Oat Harvest' 
The first raffle prize, a hamper, was won by Brian Weeks. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Nazareth was once       
described as the 
“forgotten son of Israel 
tourism”. How things 
have changed! With its   
population of Christians, 
Muslims and Jews it is 
enjoying a booming  
tourist trade for these 
three faiths. It has dozens 
of Churches,              
Monasteries, Muslim 
shrines and a Synagogue 
Church      belonging to 
the Greek-Catholic    
community, and of course 
visited because it was  
Jesus’ childhood home 
city. 

 
The subject of the next 
Chapter, I promise you, 
will be Rome in February 
so allow me to wish all of 
you at St George’s a 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. May 
your season be bright 
with joy, peace, love, and 
hope.  
 
Allan of Brockworth. 
 
Many thanks, Allan, for 
another year of            
fascinating and            
informative articles! Ed 
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 



 

 


