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Getting in touch: 
 

 
Church Office:  Church Administrator, St George’s Church Centre,  
   Court  Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 
Office Hours:    9.30—11.30 am, Monday—Friday 
Phone:   01452 550 554 
Email:   churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk   
 
  

Parish Website:  www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk    
Facebook: Search for  “St George’s Church Brockworth” and ‘like’ our page 
 
 
Vicar:  Rev. Mike Smith: The Vicarage, Court Road, Brockworth 
    Tel: 07415 089897 
    Email: mike.smith@stgeorgebrockworth.uk  
    Mike’s day off is Friday 
 
Licensed Readers : 
Mr Gordon Clifford – 01452 862475; email: gordon.clifford@sky.com 
Mrs Louisa Messenger – 01452 862058 email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Linda Vogwell,  Branscombe, 4, Hillview Avenue, Brockworth, GL3 4AZ 
Tel: 07917 610609, e-mail: lindavogwell@yahoo.co.uk 
Mr. Richard Ashenden, “Hilldown”, 62 Court Road, Brockworth.  
Tel: 01452 862515  
 
Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 
Hon. Secretary:  Mrs Lianne Eve 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Rita Fix 01452 550554 
safeguarding@stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Pat Hartwell : stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 
 
The article deadline for the November issue is 15/10/20   
Please email stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  
If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church Office.  
   
Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 
Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the PCC or the Editor. This church promotes good practice in work with children and 
young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy that’s available to view 
at St George’s Church  & St George’s Church Centre. St. George’s, Brockworth is a Fair 
Trade Parish and supports the Parish Giving Scheme.  

 
THIS MONTH’S COVER:  Rococo Gardens 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk
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When was the last time you 
had a moan? Was it a       
fulfilling experience? Did you 
feel better after moaning 
than you did before? 
 
According to a recent study, 
on average we moan 
10,220 times a year (28 
times per day), that’s a lot of 
moaning. So, what are we 
moaning at, the latest Covid 
rules, technology, mobile 
phone signal? According to a 
recent poll, some of our top 
moans are; sky-high prices 
of holidays during school 
holidays, someone parking 
outside your home in, ‘your 
space’, doctors’ appoint-
ments running late, the 
weather, poor Wi-Fi (we 
know definitely about that in 
our house!), and obviously 
Brexit negotiations.      
However, the top rant in the 
study was bad customer  
service.  
 
But, does it help to moan? 
Does is it change the Wi-Fi 
strength, or make            
appointments run on time? 
So, what’s the point? 
A moan can be a good     

icebreaker, opening a      
conversation with a new   
colleague, or a neighbour. 
Moaning can be common 
ground to start a            
conversation with the person 
at the bus stop, or super-
market. If moaning doesn’t 
change anything other than 
connection with like-minded 
human beings, why do we 
spend so much time and   
energy in a seemingly    
fruitless activity?  
 
Miraim Bier and Tim     
Bulkeley, in Spiritual     
Complaint, suggest that: 
  
“moaning is a therapy,     

a mechanism 
for us to rethink and      

revise 
our attitudes” 

 
We can identify and make 
connections with characters 
in the Bible that show      
human emotions that we still 
exhibit today: joy, fear,  
anger, frustration,   
moaning! Through these 
emotions we have a        
connection to other people 
who were trying to make  
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their way through life – just 
like us. Fundamentally we are 
no different from them, life 
made them sad, happy, angry 
and frustrated, and just like 
us, in their frustration they 
moaned. The Israelites are 
found, ‘moaning’ when they 
were bored with eating bread. 
 
However, the bible also      
highlights another process in 
which moaning is only the     
beginning. The process is          
lamenting. The etymology of 
lament is lamenta, meaning 
weeping, or wailing. The      
definition is really helpful when 
you consider one of the best-
known lamenters in the bible, 
Job. The story of Job is an     
incredible story, someone 
who lost everything -    
money, family, health, and 
respect and not only survived 
but thrived, through lament-
ing. When situations in life 
knock you clean off your feet, 
and leave you emotionally,       
physically and mentally numb, 
unable to do anything but rant, 
weeping and wailing for things 
to be different, lament can  
offer a lifeline of hope.  
 
Complain, moan, rant, do 
whatever you need to do to   
express your feelings, do it, 
and do it passionately, but 
don’t stop there. When you 
have explored and vented all 
your frustration, acknowledge 
that there is something bigger 
out there than you, and the   
situation you are facing. Step 2 
in the AA program, ‘believe 

that a  Power greater than 
ourselves could restore us’, 
that gives us hope. Finally, 
move towards being thankful, 
sometimes it’s being thankful 
for the simplest things, food in 
the cupboard, a bed to sleep 
in, clean clothes, and good 
friends. Find something and be 
thankful for it.  
 
Whatever you are facing at the 
moment health, redundancies, 
finances, have a rant, but don’t 
stay there, move on, 
acknowledge that there is hope 
and be thankful … and if you’re 
anything like me you will be  
repeating the process.       
Eventually, the ranting and 
moaning will decrease in  
frequency and ferocity, and the 
peace and thankfulness will 
increase.   
 
If you would like to know more 
about lament, I would love the 
opportunity to meet and chat 
about it.  
 

There is hope.            
There is help. 

Mike Smith 
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Listens, Observes and Acts 
(MULOA) 

 
Unfortunately, we are still not able to gather together for our meetings but 

hopefully we will be able to in the not too distant future! 
Because of these uncertain times we are also unable to organise a 

(December) festive lunch this year! 
 

Subscriptions for 2021 are now due - £31.50. Cash or cheques  
(made payable to St. George’s Mother’s Union), clearly marked for         
attention of Pat Evans, our treasurer, can be taken to the Church    

office please. There will not be a Families First magazine separately 
any longer.  A bi-yearly magazine will be included in the subscription 
and all will receive this by post from Mary Sumner House so there is 
no extra magazine money to pay. (This sum equates to not even 60p 
per week! It is possible to spend £30 plus and more on having your 

hair done or for a couple of you going out for a meal.) 
 

Please keep in your prayers all our members who are poorly at this time 
among them Jean Corless who is very poorly in hospital, Erica Holbrook and 
Pat Evans who have both undergone treatment for Cancer, Pat Wood who is 

recovering from a heart attack, Heather Tighe, who is in a lot of pain and 
finds walking painful and of course Ros Stacey with all her MS problems and 
last but not least Enid Lovell who is in a lot of pain with her knee as I believe 

Mary Fowler is as well.  (and any others that I may have missed out!) 
 

Cast all your care upon Jesus our redeemer, and trust in his promise to be by 
your side. His love will uphold you, his arms will enfold you, let him be your 
saviour, your shepherd and guide. Fret not nor fear, for whatever befalls you, 
remember for love of you Jesus was slain. In dying for us, he shared all hu-
man sorrow and bore on his shoulders the weight of your pain. Though life 
be fraught with all manner of sorrows, the stresses and strains that beset us 

each day.  Be firm in your faith for the Lord will be with you and be by your 
side as your strength and your stay. Amen. 

 
Stay safe and keep well, 
Many blessings, Rona. 
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A message from  

Bishop Rachel 

It was a delight on Monday   
evening to commission the four 
young people who are the first 
participants on our ministry      
experience scheme. And now I 
am looking forward with Bishop 
Robert to the ordination services 
this weekend in the cathedral 
when fourteen people will be    
ordained deacon and nine people 
will be ordained priest. The          
services will look very different 
from past years but they are still 
about the whole Church, and   
indeed the whole world, as we are 
reminded that “In baptism the 
whole Church is summoned to 
witness to God’s love and to work 
for the coming of God’s kingdom”. 
This is the big picture within which 
the ministry of deacons and 
priests is set. 
 
As it happens, Saturday will also 
be the fifth anniversary of my   
inauguration in Gloucester       
Cathedral. My first sermon was 
about my passion for us to be that 
Church which joins in with God’s 
kingdom work of transformation in 
our world, locally, nationally and 
globally. As I repeatedly say, it is 
about us understanding what it 
means to be the Church gathered 
and sent, sent and gathered. So, 
in that first sermon I used the   
image of us as followers of Christ 
trailing the wet footprints of our 
baptism, Sunday through to     
Saturday, among the people and 
places of our daily lives. 

 
 
This image was first used by a 
theologian called Michael Jinkins 
and over the years it has inspired 
me and captured the essence of 
what I long for Christ’s Church. 
More recently I have been struck 
by a description from another  
theologian, Tom Wright, of       
followers of Christ being ‘sign-
producers’ for God’s kingdom. 
 
This time of Covid-19 is          
challenging us to continue to think 
what it means for us to be the 
Church, Sunday through to      
Saturday,  as we live in a time 
when the words trauma, loss,  
uncertainty and crisis are writ 
large. It is my prayer that as we 
continue to grapple with        
questions, fears and hopes amid 
both joy and struggle, we might 
enable one another to ask what 
trailing our wet footprints and 
pointing to the kingdom of God 
might increasingly look like, both 
in our individual lives and in our 
local communities, as we live with 
authenticity, holding fast to the 
hope of Christ. 
 
I have not named the MES      
participants or the new deacons 
and priests, but as they begin this 
new chapter of ministry  I pray 
that with them, we too will hear 
God call us by name to be 
changemakers, storytellers and 
sign-producers among the people 
and places of our lives. How 
might we enable each other to  
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grow in our faith as we live these 
strange days; to go deeper in 
prayer; and to enable those 
around us to connect with God in 
their own story and encounter Je-
sus Christ? 
 
Sadly we will not all be able to 
gather together for the ordinations 
to celebrate being the whole   bap-
tised people of God, but you are 
invited to come and be part of 
the Festival of Everyday Faith 
on 3 October. Whilst it is an 
event, it is not an initiative,  be-
cause it is about what it means for 
us to be the Church. It would be 
wonderful if as many of us as pos-
sible could be present for part of it 
and particularly for the final com-
missioning, which will be  rooted in 
our baptism vows, and connected 
to our daily lives where the Holy 
Spirit is at work within us, through 
us and around us. 

 
Thank you for being part of the 
adventure and trailing your unique 
wet footprints as you live your own 
unique story. 
  
With my prayers as ever,  

Self-testing for Covid-19 
 
Pour a measure of whisky, gin or rum into a glass, then see if you can 
smell it. If you can, then drink it and if you can taste it, it’s reasonable 
to assume you are currently free of the virus. 
I tested myself nine times last night and was virus free each time, thank 
goodness. I will test myself again today because I have developed a 
headache, which can also be a symptom. 
 
from David Such, to make you chuckle! 

https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=bcfa7566ee&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=bcfa7566ee&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=bcfa7566ee&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=bcfa7566ee&e=1f8a4aa3bd
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Those of us of more mature years will often smile at poems and 
so on that are written about the foibles of old age. I would like to 
share with you one that is written on a tea towel that I use, and it 
always makes me laugh as I recognise myself reflected in its 
words. I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. 
 
 
How to know when you are getting old. 
 
Everything hurts! 
What doesn’t hurt, doesn’t work. 
The gleam in your eye is the sun shining on your bi-focals. 
You feel like the morning after, but you haven’t been anywhere. 
Your children begin to look middle aged. 
You join a health club, but don’t go. 
A dripping tap causes an uncontrollable urge. 
You have all the answers, but nobody asks you the questions. 
You look forward to a dull evening. 
You need glasses to find your glasses. 
You turn out the light for economy instead of romance. 
You are in a rocking chair but can’t make it go. 
Your knees buckle but your belt won’t. 
Your back goes out more than you do. 
Your house is too big, your medicine box is not big enough. 
You sink your teeth into a steak, and they stay there. 
Your Birthday cake collapses from the weight of all the candles. 
 
From Judy Baldwin 
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PRAYER 
 
Fairly early in lockdown, Mike set up a Prayer fence outside the Church 
centre. Although used and appreciated, it quickly started to look a bit 
shabby, so something more substantial was planned. 
Wooden letters were made and decorated by three talented local 
artists, Ann Dunn, Jan Thomas and Phil Hartwell, who all belong to the 
St. George’s Art Group. More embellishments are due to be added 
soon, so do keep a look out as you pass this visible and beautiful       
reminder of the importance of prayer.  

It’s so good to hear the bells 
ringing again, even in their 
reduced form. Here is a   
photo of Tony Wood, the 
tower captain, at work in the 
bell tower.. 
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Biblical Cities,   
 Chapter 16 

 Paphos, Part 2 
 

Dear Readers, you will recall in    
Chapter 15 a short summary of      
Paphos, a Greek city in the south west 
of Cyprus. I mentioned that St Paul 
paid three journeys to Paphos with 
his   objective (as with all his mission-
ary journeys) of converting the Jews 
to Christianity. Paul and his compan-
ion, Barnabas would have landed at       
Salamis, which was the island’s      
primary port, as well as its main      
commercial centre,  certainly a city 
with a large enough Jewish              
population to support multiple        
synagogues. From  Salamis they     
travelled along the south coast       
visiting many towns and preaching 
the message of Christianity. After 
walking 541.8 miles in total they 
reached Paphos. (Compare Bristol to 
John o Groats is 500 miles) They 
would have passed on their way a 
popular  tourist attraction and one of 
the main pagan cult centres of the 
Eastern Mediterranean, that of      
Aphrodite’s Rock rising from the sea 
and where Pagans believed she was 
born from the foam of Uranus and 
escorted from the waves to land on a 
shell to the beach.  Uranus was the 
God of the sky and of War who the 

Cypriots believed to be responsible 
for the creation of the first life on 
earth. Aphrodite is an ancient Greek 
goddess  associated with love,      
beauty,  pleasure, passion and       
procreation. She was one of the 12 
Gods of Mount Olympus. 
Well, dear readers, enough of Greek 
Mythology and back to the bible. 
 
At Paphos, Paul and Barnabus went 
into the synagogues on the Sabbath 
and took their seats. After the        
passages from the law and the    
prophets had been read the          
presidents of the synagogue sent 
them a message. ‘Brothers, if you 
would like to address some words of 
encouragement to the congregation 
please do so.’ Paul stood up, raised 
his hand for silence and began to 
speak: “From this man’s descendants 
God has brought to Israel the Saviour 
Jesus, as he promised.” [Acts 13:23] 
What followed was the  introduction 
of Christianity to Cyprus by Barnabas 
and by the middle of the 4th century 
it had infiltrated Cypriot  society to 
such an extent that it left visible 
marks not only on religious practices 
but also in everyday life. 
Paphos today is two locations, Old 
Paphos and 7 miles away New        
Paphos. The Old Town is inland and 
uphill with several museums, shops 
and the municipal market and the 
Tomb of Kings and the centre of    
worshipping Aphrodite.  



 

Page 11 

The other New Paphos is the main 
tourist area near the harbour, with 
hotels, restaurants and UNESCO sites. 
It is included in the official UNESCO 
list of cultural and natural treasures 
of the world's heritage for its ancient 
ruins and was selected as a European      
Capital of Culture for 2017 along with 
Aarhus. 
  

In conclusion, Cyprus was the first 
country in the world to come under 
Christian administration when the 
Apostles Paul and Barnabas visited 
the island in their mission to spread 
Christianity. What a worthwhile    
missionary journey was it not? 
  
Allan Delves 

Our Harvest Festival gifts will be going to the Gloucester Foodbank. The 
Harvest service takes place on Sunday 27th September, but I’m sure 
donations will be  welcomed in the office  over the following week.  
Non –perishable items such as tins, packets, jars and bottles are all very 
much appreciated, and are a lifeline to families in need. Thank you. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Capital_of_Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Capital_of_Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aarhus
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IN PRAISE OF GRANDPARENTS! 

The 4th October 2020 is              
Grandparents Day.  Grandparents in 
the UK number about 17 million, or 
more than one in four of the adult          
population.  Grandparents  average 
out at 68 years of age, have four 
grandchildren who live 10 miles 
away, and who spend five hours per 
visit. 
 
Grandparents have multiple roles as 
their grandchildren grow up:       
playmates, teachers, confidants, 
spiritual guides, mentors, role     
models and nurturers, as well as 
prayers.  They can also keep         
children’s milestones, family history 
and family events alive.              
Grandchildren will often discuss their 
personal concerns with a trusted 
grandparent. 
 
Grandparents are also important for 
the UK economy!  Nine million of 
them looked after their                
grandchildren in 2018/19. On        
average they did so for eight hours a 
week, and 96% received no           
payment. 
 
Grandparents’ Day in the UK is the 
first Sunday in October. Should we 
put that day in our church diary for a 
special  celebration of our          
grandparents? 
 

Charity Collections/Donations dur-
ing the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
We have been asked numerous 
times recently whether we are still 
collecting the different items for the 
charities that we support from St 
George’s Church.    We have checked 
with them all and YES PLEASE is the 
answer. 
 
We still want occasional cards for 
the Cobalt Unit in Cheltenham 
Used postage stamps but not old 
mobile phones for James Hopkins 
Trust 
Unwanted jewellery (precious metal 
or paste, watches (working or not), 
odd earrings, cufflinks etc for        
Alzheimer’s Society 
Old spectacles (without the cases) 
for Vision Aid and or Sight Savers. 
Milk bottle tops (any colour) to    
Jenny Farmer please for Guide Dogs 
for the blind. 
 
Please leave at the church office 
(now open 9.30 – 11.30 am, Monday 
– Friday) OR phone us to arrange 
collection from your home. 
 
Harvest Festival this year is on     
Sunday 27th September. Donations 
of tins and packets will be taken to 
the Gloucester Foodbank. 
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STRICTLY COME DANCING 
 
We see that the new series of   
Strictly Come Dancing is about to 
start on the television and while  
Rona and I were de-cluttering for 
our intended house move to       
Fishguard, we came across our  
medals and trophies from up to 60 
years ago which we won by          
examination or in competitions for 
both Ballroom and Latin American 
dancing.  We have submitted a    

photo of these for interest which 
brought back many memories.    
Sadly, we have forgotten most of the 
intricate steps and also wonder 
where all those 60 years have gone. 
 
I have completed the course work 
and applied for my Readers’  license 
for my 29th year which starts in    
November as moving dates have yet 
to be agreed. 
 
Gordon Clifford 



 

Page 14 

A message from our centenarian 
 

The celebrations are over, and what celebrations they were!! A big “thank 
you” to all the people who helped to make my 100th birthday such a happy 
occasion. 
You may not believe it, but for once I was rendered speechless! 
So many people were involved in all that took place on the 29th August, so 
thank you. 
I understand that Jan and Louisa were the prime movers in arranging this 
event so special thanks to them. 
 
God bless you all, 
Sheila 
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St. George’s Brockworth Clothing 
 

A couple of people have been inquir-
ing about clothing with St. George’s 
Brockworth embroidered on it. We 
feel that at this time of being        
semi-locked down, it is even more         
important for us to make ourselves 
more visible within the Village, 
(especially if we’re being particularly 
nice!!) The company who produces 
the clothing is still up and running 
and ready to take further orders. 
 
In the past we have offered polo 
shirts, sweatshirts, lightweight half-
zip fleeces and heavier weight full zip 
fleeces for men and women and in a 
huge range of sizes and colours. I 
hope to be able to make a paper    
catalogue available for anyone to 
look at, but meanwhile the full range  
can be found online at 
www.jaslyn.co.uk . 

 
If anyone is interested in making an 
order, or would like further details, 
please contact me, (preferably before 
the end of October, so items can be 
ordered in time for a Christmas Fair, 
if we’re able to hold one!) I will then 
be able to let you know prices etc and  
forward your order. The price in-
cludes the badged item plus a small 
profit for the church.  
 

Liz Ashenden 01452 862515 

http://www.jaslyn.co.uk
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October 2020 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Thursday 1st October  Job 19:21-27a; Luke 10:1-12 
Friday 2nd October  Job 38:1,12-21, 40:3-5; Luke 10:13-16 
Saturday 3rd October  Job 42:1-3,6,12-end; Luke 10:17-24 
 
Monday 5th October  Galatians 1:6-12; Luke 10:25-37 
Tuesday 6th October  Galatians 1:13-end; Luke 10:38-end 
Wednesday 7th October  Galatians 2:1-2,7-14; Luke 11:1-4 
Thursday 8th October  Galatians 3:1-5; Luke 11:5-13 
Friday 9th October  Galatians 3:7-14; Luke 11:15-26 
Saturday 10th October  Galatians 3:22-end; Luke 11:27-28 
 
Monday 12th October  Galatians 4:21-24,26-27,31; 5:1; Luke 11:29-32 
Tuesday 13th October  Galatians 5:1-6; Luke 11:37-41 
Wednesday 14th October Galatians 5:18-end; Luke 11:42-46 
Thursday 15th October  Ephesians 1:1-10; Luke 11:47-end 
Friday 16th October  Ephesians 1:11-14; Luke 12:1-7 
Saturday 17th October  Ephesians 1:15-end; Luke 12:8-12 
 
Monday 19th October  Ephesians 2:1-10; Luke 12:13-21 
Tuesday 20th October   Ephesians 2:12-end; Luke 12:35-38 
Wednesday 21st October  Ephesians 3:2-12; Luke 12:39-48 
Thursday 22nd October  Ephesians 3:14-end; Luke 12:49-53 
Friday 23rd October  Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 12:54-end 
Saturday 24th October  Ephesians 4:7-16; Luke 13:1-9 
 
Monday 26th October  Ephesians 4:32-5:8; Luke 13:10-17 
Tuesday 27th October  Ephesians 5:21-end; Luke 13:18-21 
Wednesday 28th October Ephesians 6:1-9; Luke 13:22-30 
Thursday 29th October  Ephesians 6:10-20; Luke 13:31-end 
Friday 30th October  Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 14:1-6 
Saturday 31st October  Philippians 1:18-26; Luke 14:1,7-11 
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MY FAVORITE POEMS:  
NIGHT MAIL BY W.H. AUDEN 
 

Dear Readers, those of you who follow my series on my favourite poems will 
have noted that most I have chosen have been composed in Queen Victoria’s 
era or before. So now, just for a change, I have moved forward to current times 
and chosen a poem by Wystan Hugh Auden who was born in York in 1907 and 
died of a heart attack in Vienna in 1973. 
It embraces my interest in both poetry and rail travel. 
Auden was a leading literary influencer in the 20th century, known for his  
chameleon-like ability to write poems in almost every verse form.  He won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1948. 
He loved travel and a journey he made in 1936 from London to Scotland by 
train and his loneliness for eight hours gave him the stimulus to write NIGHT 
MAIL.  
The rhythm of this poem is reminiscent of a train travelling on unwelded track 
and is the best onomatopoeical example of its kind. 
Here we go,                                                                               Alan Delves 

 
Night Mail by W.H.Auden 
. 
This is the night mail crossing the Border, 
Bringing the cheque and the postal order, 
 
Letters for the rich, letters for the poor, 
The shop at the corner, the girl next door. 
 
Pulling up Beattock, a steady climb: 
The gradient's against her, but she's on time. 
 
Past cotton-grass and moorland boulder 
Shovelling white steam over her shoulder, 
 
Snorting noisily as she passes 
Silent miles of wind-bent grasses. 
 
Birds turn their heads as she approaches, 
Stare from bushes at her blank-faced coaches. 
 
Sheep-dogs cannot turn her course; 
They slumber on with paws across. 
 
In the farm she passes no one wakes, 
But a jug in a bedroom gently shakes. 
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Dawn freshens, Her climb is done. 
Down towards Glasgow she descends, 
Towards the steam tugs yelping down a glade of cranes 
Towards the fields of apparatus, the furnaces 
Set on the dark plain like gigantic chessmen. 
All Scotland waits for her: 
In dark glens, beside pale-green lochs 
Men long for news. 
 
 
Letters of thanks, letters from banks, 
Letters of joy from girl and boy, 
Receipted bills and invitations 
To inspect new stock or to visit relations, 
And applications for situations, 
And timid lovers' declarations, 
And gossip, gossip from all the nations, 
News circumstantial, news financial, 
Letters with holiday snaps to enlarge in, 
Letters with faces scrawled on the margin, 
Letters from uncles, cousins, and aunts, 
Letters to Scotland from the South of France, 
Letters of condolence to Highlands and Lowlands 
Written on paper of every hue, 
The pink, the violet, the white and the blue, 
The chatty, the catty, the boring, the adoring, 
The cold and official and the heart's outpouring, 
Clever, stupid, short and long, 
The typed and the printed and the spelt all wrong. 
 
Thousands are still asleep, 
Dreaming of terrifying monsters 
Or of friendly tea beside the band in Cranston's or 
Crawford's: 
 
Asleep in working Glasgow, asleep in well-set Edin-
burgh, 
Asleep in granite Aberdeen, 
They continue their dreams, 
But shall wake soon and hope for letters, 
And none will hear the postman's knock 
Without a quickening of the heart, 
For who can bear to feel himself forgotten?  
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Walking in Brockworth. 
 
Following on from my blog in the August magazine, two people 
asked me who we were raising money for with our walks. Having 
completed 1000 miles on our daily walks, I asked my daughter, 
Kirstie, if she could arrange a Just Giving page for us to raise   
money for Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
As a result of this, which was set up on 28th August, the money 
has poured in and to date (14th September), the total raised is 
£800. A very BIG THANK YOU to anyone who has donated to the 
charity which is very dear to myself and my son, and I know that 
this money will be put to very good use by them. Paul has had two 
guide dogs in the past, but unfortunately his lack of balance makes 
it impossible for him to have another dog. While he had a dog, his 
confidence soared and so we know from first-hand experience how 
big a difference a dog makes to a blind person. 
 
.Should anyone wish to donate to this cause, the link is -- 
Paul's I would walk 1000 miles! 
 
Many thanks to all you lovely generous people. Jenny Farmer 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Jenny-Farmer4
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Contributions please! 

 

This is your magazine.  We 
need your interesting stories, 
facts, jokes,  poems, quotes, 

recipes, brain teasers, photos, 
notices or anything  else that 
others would enjoy reading.  

 

All contributions will be 
gratefully  

received by the church office 
or,  

preferably, please email: 

 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag 

@gmail.com 
 

The DEADLINE  
for the November issue  

is 15th October 

 

Thank you! 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 

 

Please save your plastic  
milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  
but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  
Jenny Farmer  or into the 

Church office 
to help  

raise money for  
Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 

 

100 Club 
 

September 2020 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

1st — Karen Whitfield  (64) 
2nd — Liz Ashenden  (18) 

3rd — Lizbeth Harbottle  (47) 
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Mothers’ Union – The Legacy of 
Mary Sumner 
 
The legacy of Mary Sumner is a    
profound one. Her story is a tale of 
inspiration and courage. One only has 
to look at the timeline of her life to see 
the remarkable impact that her actions 
had on the world. She lived at a time 
when society did not place a high  
value on the role of women. This did 
not deter her from her mission though. 
She continuously sought to support 
and empower others through selfless 
actions, embodying Christian      
teachings. 
  
This drive brought about change, and 
the events that her actions set in   
motion have led to improvements in 
living conditions and quality of life for 
many thousands of people around the 
world. Although she lived most of her 
life over a hundred years ago, her 
words and deeds continue to motivate 
women and men to lead fulfilling lives 
to this day. 
 
Mary Sumner's vision 
Mary Sumner herself had a vision of a 
fellowship of women supporting each 
other and strengthening their        
communities. This community        
emphasis can be seen in full form  
today as members tackle some of the 
most challenging issues that they and 
their neighbours face. 
  
Witness the response to the recent 
global pandemic where Mother’s   
Union members expressed           
compassion and demonstrated they 
care deeply about their communities. 
They offered emotional and prayerful 
support in the most difficult of        
situations, as well as answering the 

practical call to craft PPE and face 
coverings for front line workers. 
  
The extent of members’ selfless    
endeavours should come as no     
surprise to those already familiar with 
the life of Mary Sumner. One of her 
most enduring phrases has to be ‘set 
a good example in word and deed’. 
Members of the movement today   
follow her example in the way she 
went about her life. They draw 
strength from the knowledge that 
Mary Sumner pushed herself to     
inspire others. They become more 
resolved when they pray her personal 
prayer, knowing that she would stop 
at nothing if her heart had something 
to say. 
 
Mary Sumner's teachings 
More than personal strength, Mary 
Sumner’s life teaches us all the value 
of believing that a better society is 
possible, and that we should work 
actively to bring it about. Notably, she 
always held the cause of improving 
societal conditions uppermost in her 
mind. This is evident in that she     
began a movement that continues to 
improve the lives of its members and 
others to this day. This is done 
through community problem solving 
and channelling God’s love into     
effective deeds. 
  
In modern times, with so much chaos 
and hardship in the news and on our 
timelines, it is more important than 
ever to recognize the achievements of 
Mary Sumner. As she believed a more 
just, more equal society was possible, 
so too must we take to our core, that 
however difficult our troubles seem, 
there is always a way forward. 
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 A final thought 
We must trust in God’s plan and 
believe that the efforts of         
improving the livelihoods of those 
around us makes a difference to 
the bigger picture. This is what 
makes life worthwhile - serving 

God and serving our community. 
As a powerful example of        
advocacy in the name of the 
Lord, Mary Sumner’s life shows 
us that we can each make a    
difference. 

From the Registers— 

August 2020 
Baptisms 

No baptisms during July 

Weddings 

No weddings during July
 

Funerals 

No funerals during July 
 

Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 
and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Parish Prayer Cycle 
 

Many of you will be aware of the 
little pink booklet which was     
available in church called the Parish 
Prayer Cycle.  
The prayer cycle gives suggested 
prayer intentions for each day of the 
month, one for the community, one 
for church life and then for the     
residents of specific roads within the 
Parish. 
Richard produced the last version in 
January 2013 so with all the new 
development in the area, this has  
 
 
 

become very out of date. My      
lockdown project has been to update 
it to include all the new roads      
completed and lived in, as of now!  
Currently, it only exists in digital 
form, but I hope that once the office 
is fully up and running again, printed 
copies may be available on demand. 
In the meantime, if anyone is       
interested in having a copy, either 
printed or digitally, please let me 
know on 01452 862515. 
 
Liz Ashenden 
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 St. George’s Church, as     
described on a website 
called: The Corpus of             
Romanesque Sculpture in 
Britain and Ireland 
 
Description 
Brockworth has become an outer 
suburb of Gloucester; the          
cathedral is less than 4 miles 
away. The church itself and the 
adjacent Brockworth Court     
maintain their ancient composition 
and are relatively isolated. The 
church has a chancel, a central 
tower, a nave with short S transept 
and a N aisle, and a S porch. 
There are two arches supporting 
the tower on the E-W axis of the 
church, they are both splayed   
outwards. To the N and S sides of 
the tower, there are walls. The S 
transept is developed in the S wall 
of the nave, it is not related to the 
tower. 
The church was restored in 1846--
8 (Church Guide, 3). 
Only the lower parts of the tower 
seen from inside, and the font,  
remain from the Romanesque 
church.  
 
History 
DB records a priest at Brockworth; 
the manor was held by Hugo     
Asinus, an associate of William   
fitz Osbern (Bartleet, 133--4). 
Roger de Chandos I gave estates 
in Herefordshire to Llanthony 

Secunda, and Richard of       
Brockworth, his steward, gave land 
in Brockworth about the time of the 
dedication of the priory in 1136 
(Langston, 16). Shortly afterwards, 
Roger's son, Robert de Chandos, 
granted to the priory the church of 
Brockworth, together with its      
existing half a hide of land. He 
supplemented this grant with the 
gift of his house, by the         
churchyard, and the small estate of 
Northwood in Brockworth.          
According to his deed, he would 
also release the church of all     
services owed to him on its      
dedication. This would imply that 
the church was then being rebuilt 
in stone. A charter of Roger's other 
son, Roger II de Chandos, dated 
Sunday, 8 April, 1142, not only 
recorded further gifts to the priory, 
but also provides the important  
detail that the church had been 
dedicated by Simon, bishop of 
Worcester. English translations of 
both charters, from a Llanthony 
cartulary then in the possession of 
Sir Thomas Phillipps (and still in 
private possession), are printed in 
Bartleet 1882--3, 138--19. 
Bartleet provides an illustration of 
the top of the tower before its    
destruction in 1847 (Bartleet 1882-
-3, 167, fig. 33). 
Verey et al. 2002 says that the 
core of the central tower (not     
visible from the outside) is from the 
church consecrated in or before 
1142. Almost all of the church was  
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rebuilt in the 14thc. 
Brockworth Court, adjacent to the 
church, was built for one of the 
last priors of Llanthony Secunda, 
and has a building called ‘John 
the Priest’s house'. The deed of 
Roger II de   Chandos refers to 

his gift of the house of John the 
priest, and this building may thus 
contain early foundations (not 
seen). The abbot of St Peter’s 
Gloucester had purchased land 
in Brockworth in the 13thc.    
(VCH ii. 53--61). 

Parish notes October 2020 
 
Sunday morning services continue 
to be as well attended as regulations 
allow, and though fewer bells can be 
rung, they are nevertheless very 
much appreciated. The live    
streaming of the 9am service on our 
You Tube channel is also much  
appreciated by those who can’t be in 
Church. 
Wednesday morning services have 
restarted in the Church centre, a 
very welcome step towards a more 
normal service pattern, though    
attendance at both services must be 
applied for (a very alien concept for 
a Church used to welcoming every-
one!)– please don’t turn up if you 
haven’t had your place confirmed. 
A new initiative just launched is a 
service for families in the Church 
Centre at 10.30 am on Sundays. 
 
The PCC met for the first time since 
March, via Zoom, and the APCM, 
our annual meeting, originally 
planned for April, will take place on 
Wednesday 30th September, also via 
Zoom. We are hoping to send      
invitations to all on the Electoral 
Roll with details of how to join the  

 
meeting. Our apologies to those of 
you who aren’t able to join us via 
this new technology. 
Lizbeth Harbottle has been a 
Churchwarden for 7 years and has 
worked tirelessly in this post in all 
sorts of ways. One of her most    
recent projects has been organising 
and overseeing the work on the 
North door in Church, which is now 
almost complete. Lizbeth is stepping 
down at the APCM and we would 
like to record thanks and             
appreciation on behalf of us all for 
her dedication and hard work over 
these past 7 years. 
Also standing down this time is  
Tony Wood, a long serving PCC 
member who has for many years 
been Chairman of the Church Cen-
tre committee. Thank you, Tony. 
Karen, our Parish Administrator, is 
now back to her usual hours, with 
the Church office open from 9.30 – 
11.30, Monday – Friday. Please 
wear a face covering when you visit 
the office. 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
 
Pat Hartwell 
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SERVICES FOR YOUR DIARY—October 2020 
 

Please remember you will need to wear a  
face covering in church/church centre 

 

4th  9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
     This service will also be broadcast live  
     on YouTube 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

7th  9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

11th  9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
     This service will also be broadcast live  
     on YouTube 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

14th  9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

18th  9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
     This service will also be broadcast live  
     on YouTube 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

21st  9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

25th  9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
     This service will also be broadcast live  
     on YouTube 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

28th  9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 
 

Please be assured that we are operating within Government and  
Church of England guidelines when we worship together.  

 

We have all the necessary precautions in place for our worship: sanitiser,  
cordoned off pews, safe procedures for distributing communion wine  

and bread, and stewards to help us. 
 
 

In order for us to be safe and socially distanced, we can only manage a certain 
number of people in church/church centre. In order for us to operate within this 

boundary we need to know who intends to be at EACH service.  
If you would like to be at the service, could you email the Church Office 

(churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk) how many from your bubble will be 
there and we can reserve seats.  

We will then email you back and confirm your space.  
 
 

Please can we emphasise, in order to keep everyone safe, do not arrive at 
church/church centre if you haven’t received an email confirmation. 

 

 

Mike, Vicar of St George’s Church, Brockworth 
mike.smith@stgeorgebrockworth.uk  

☎  07415 089897   

mailto:mike.smith@stgeorgebrockworth.uk
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LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED – REPAIRED 

 
ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 

ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS ETC. 
 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS      
     LIMITED 
Tel : 01452 616169 

 
Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, Gloucester Business Park,         Glos. GL3 4AG 

 
Visit and Buy On-Line at www.mowers-online.com 
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Welcome back into Church!  

St. George’s Church is starting to re-open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep checking our  

website: www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
and our  

Facebook page: St George’s Church Brockworth 
during October for additional diary events 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 


